ROGER DE WESEHAM, 
DEAN of LINCOLN, 


Bisnor of COVENTRY and LICHFIELD, 
1 A Nn 


Principal Favourite of ROBERT GROSSETESTE; - 


- Biſhop of LINCOLN, 


q a as a Prelude to the L If E of the laſt 
| ek eſo PRELI.AL KG 


 WHERETI N | 
The Jetachel Notices relative to Biſhop WESEHAM — 
collected together; and the Errors of former AnTiquarits, 


concerning him and his Friends; are carefully and condighy 
_ corrected, from the beſt Wen 


By SAMUEL. PEGGE, A. M. . 
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Viri vers boni, pu, eruditi, 
(fic quidem videtur) 


_ROGERI DE WESEHAM, 
2 Quondarn Cov. et Lich. Dicec. Preſulis 
Et Decani Cath. Eccl. Lincoln. 
1 Grati animi ergo ; = 
5 Nec non in Gratiam 
Digniſlimorum ejus Succeſſorum | 
| Rev. admodum in Chriſto Patris | 
F R IDE RIC I Epiſcopi Lickinfs, 


Et Rev. JOHANNIS GREEN, 


Lindenſis Decani, 
13 ſui Amicorum Patronorumque 


e 


Has qualeſcunque memorias 
Contexuit 
SAMUEL p E G G E, A. M. 


Ab eodem Veſhamio fundate 
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Præbendarius. 
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207531 in turning into theſe Memoirs, which, as 
they concern a Prelate of a ſtudious Temper, and 
but little engaged in public Buſineſs, can afford 


no Entertainment to ſuch as are Hunters after 


| Pleaſure, and want only to kill Time. 


Embelliſhiment i is a Thing they are in their Nas . 
ture incapable of; but ſtill there is an Accuracy 
and Preciſion in theſe Matters, that are pleaſing 
to many, and which oy ſome are thought to have 


ttieir Uſe; and this is what hath: been chiefly 


aimed at in making the following Collection of 


Facts, and throwing them into a regular Series of 
Time; the Compiler defiring n no och than: 


her om 
De 0 ks; amire, — Iu 
O Dripboto Kail. er funeris Umbris.. ? 


3 eg h after a Flow: of ſo many Centu=- 


1 0, as s from. the thirteenth to the preſent Age, 
5 A3. | almoſt. 


and Diverſion, muſt certainly: be diſap- 
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almoſt 9" Ting can be learned of - Biſhop Weſe- 
bam private and domeſtic Character, yet enough |. 
may be gathered from the Notices ſcattered in 
Authors, though ſo thinly ſtrewed, to give us. a 
general Idea of the Man, of his Goodneſs, his 
Piety, and his Learning, and to cangiliate; au 
Eſteem and Veneration for his Memory. And I 
cannot but flatter myſelf, that even this little | can 
hardly fail of being aceeptable to thaſe who ſtand 
in a: Relation to him as his Succeſſors in thoſe 
Poſts which he once ſo honourably filled; who 
may have any Connectiqn with —— either by 
the Enjoyment of thoſe Stalls of which he was the 
pious and munificent Founder, or by being Mem- | 
:bers, more generally, of thoſe two large Churches, 
the Churches of „n and Lichfeld, in both 
which he formerly preſided; and laſtly, who con- 
ſider him as being once the Head and Father of 
a very extenſive Dioceſe, to which, they may now 
belong. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that all theſe "al 
ſiderations together are but narrow-bounded, ex- 
tending unto few); but ſomething there is behind 
of a more general and e e Nature, and 
that is the Friendſhip and Familiarity, that ſo 
cConſtantly ſubſiſted betwixt Biſhop V gſabun, and 
that ſplendid Ornament of his Times, Robert 


Groſſeteſte, 


„ FHN RAPTAT CIR] vii 
Graſſus e, Bi op of Lincoln. To have been be- 
per her and patronized by” Groſſeteſle, is itſelf ſome 


Degree of Ptaiſe, and will certainly raiſe a Cu- 


rioſity in many, 26-know ſomething of the Cha- 


racter and Quality of one who could ſo far engage 


the Affections, and Merit the Favour and Protec-" 
tion of that great and good Man. ) l 8. 
I have had ſuch" frequent Occaſion 1 to 
enifincthe Name of Gr lege in the Courſe of 
theſe Memoirs; and ſome remarkable Tranſactions 


of his are ſq eloſely connected with the Subject of * 


them; that I Rave been thereby induced to u 

take à Work, which many have been deſirous to 

ſer attempted; and which the late induſtri- 
ous Dr. Knight" is ſaid to have been engaged in, 


ſorns Account of the Liſe and Conduct of this 


illuſtrious Prelate. The Execution of fo extenſive 
4 Work, will,” in ſome ſort, depend on the Man- 
ner in which this ſhort Sketch: may be received, 
and on the Encouragement I may expect of ſuch 
Communications and Aſſiſtance, as Gentlemen, 
cofverſant in thieſe Studies, may be diſpoſed to 
give, towards perfecking an Undertaking *which + 
maſt be-attended with much Difficulty, Labour, . 


and Bxpenee and conſe equently- mult __ 975 


need of every friendly Aid. 


J GNA“ 1 1 
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But it may be proper, to open the Nature of 
my Deſign ſomewhat further, that Gentlemen 
from thence may be better able to form a right 
Judgment of it: Dr. John | Inert, Precentor of 
Lincoln, has 1 the Hiſtory if the Engliſb 
Church, (as a Continuation of Biſhop Stillingiſſtet v 
Antiquities of the Briti Churches) with great 
Accuracy, Elegance, and Judgment, down to the 
Cloſe $5. the, Reign of that. unfortunate. Prince 
King John; and it is propoſed to take up the 
Matter at that Period, and, continuing it for the. 
Term of Biſhop Groſſeteſte Life, to interweave 
therewith the more material Tranſactions of this: 
Prelate, he being very principally intereſted in moſt 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Affairs of the Reign he lived in, 
which was that of Henry; III. the Son and Suc- 
ceſſor of King John. 122 will. include 
the Space of about forty 'Years, Which will be 
h to be pregnant with many conſiderable 
Events, both in the Literary, and the Ecoleſiaſti- 
cal Way; and as theſe, we imagine, will be 
capable of receiving much Illuſtration, and at the 
ſame Time will be highly deſerving of it, ſo a 
Work of this Nature, if tolerably executed, may 
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— — — — x 5604 ogg This. Caution i is 5 the 
| moreneceflary,” becauſe, ſome conſiderable: Antiquarians, we 
find, have confounded them, Thus Browne Millis tells us 01 

that Biſhop Weſebam was Archdeacon of Rocheſter and 


ferdbgithenioatase of; chich is by. no Means true; for Roger 

aul „des K dd mo.) Ane, nes J:.r Wile Mana 

241 2 W mon. am, 1 
Flip Vabbamius and Vefatuas,| Leland in-Fanner.' Naſbaam, MS. a Ox - 
ford. His Chriſtian! Name has: likewiſe: bern written Jahn, Leland. in 
Tanner pu 500 but ſde Manner p. 158 as likewiſe M. Paris, M. Weſtm. 
Annals of Harkins &c. who all in calling him Neger, 0 the MS. 

at 5 Boo and all the Chartularies at Linchi n. II 


1 Bowins/ Willis 0e of the eien be n. n J (4 ale 
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a: MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE 


de Weſenham, Archdeacon of Rocheſter, did not flouriſh an 5 
many Years gfter the Death of our 2 be wit, os D. 
1294 [el. 
| Vue led my als good Friend Dr. Willis 00 this Mi- 
ſtake, was a Paſlige, I-apptchend; in Mr. Le Neve, where 
againſt the Year 1238 he places Roger de Weſeham amongſt the 
Archdeacons of Rocheſter [d]. 'T; is clearly an Error, for as 
he recites no ſuch Perſon as Archdeacon of Rochefter in the 
Year 1294, when Roger de Weſenham undoubtedly filled that 
Poſt, = very plain he —_— the Biſhop of Coventry and 
Archdeacon er to be one and the fame Perſo 
2 he cites i bee Call. Lumet Folio, n 
whence it appears at laſt, that the original Author of the 
Miſtake, was that great Antiquarian Biſhop Kennet. | 
R eannot a Preben be determined with- any Certaigty, 
ef yehat Oe er Prelate was, ' Anth, 6 Food, 


Thomas Bec hen Tel, 6 balls him Vaſenbum 180 6 1 ie, br 5 25 5 5 | 


in three ſeveral e 
and this is ke con tam Orthiegraphy i | 
Lincoln Now vte find a Village of the: Name of 
in the County of Norfolk, ah gnother walled! 
Suſfes {| {5], and the Cuſtom kw taxis very cer ore 
Time, for Perſotis to borrow their: from the 
Places of their Nativity. ' But whether his /Lordſhip was 
born at either of the(s Places muſt remain Matter em 
aud be left to the Deciſten ef che Reader. 191792 ht 
bens Mannen lo Roser A eg. WWI AAN 3 Aid znr 
J Ant. a Wood Rim. 6s Asug. Lib. lic! R. 0 3d. N. Bl I find a 
aſd de Weſham, Chaplain en ben A. 1252. 5. 
Perfoiny as be was differente kum the Biſhop, W allo ptohably different 
from the Arehdeacon of Rocheſter. fu] Le Neves: Faſti, p. 283.99 
le] He wrote the Hiſtory of the Settlement of che Eratitiſcans in Eng- 
tand, and his Work. now remains in! Is. in fenen Labeatime Soc Biſhop 
Niehotfon's Hiſt. Libri p. 148. Bae l. Is oH 38 n. 1192] 7 eigrnfh 
] Wood Hiſt. et Antiq. I. p. 7. aus 9 lis Uns #1 NNO 25 
Le n 943. _ - :(4) Spelmiin's/Villare. 5 1] 


BS 


Stucke had deen diſpatched, cli 


| Le Neve [m 
Pai 


.O0Þ ROGER 5 WWE SE HAM. 3 
1 equally uncbrtain Where the Biſhop had his puerile 


Faucatios, but that he was ſent immediately from School 
to . which Univerſity was then in a very flouriſhing 


State f/ 3\ We have the en Teſtimony of Jobn Leland 
e ſoon obtained She chere of à very f 
ing Youth, which de endeured _ then to the 


_ Part of che Univerfity, and the ft Hopes he at 
ime raiſed, were pri — — ys Event, 
« gp $a eum optimæ Indolis, they nds Words, 


2 tum ſpei longe maximæ. pon et — Proceres 
< ſingulari erga eum adfecti candore.” Wy prom adfuit, 

leg. abel Doctorum — — onem, ingentem qui- 

«dem illam, de ſe conceptam falleret, ut pro magnis, 4 

mi, vel — facile ex hibuerit.“ 

"He turned his Mind, e reparative 

to the Profecution and 


Otiltvation of Biene "Ah 175 LAN ſtiles him ''Theo- 


41 


ut his Character, as a Scholar, was 
more general, and even above the common Rate of thoſe 


Times, Matthew Paris giring ving him this ſhort, but very com- 
prehenſfive Elggium, «© Vic moribus et /rientia eleganter in- 


110 0 eee in che Church, ſo far as 


T can diſcover, was the Prebend of Wildlan in che Church 
of St. Pauls Lo]. 


de Cornhitll, afterwards Dean of 
this Church, ex this Prebend for that of Holywell 
alias' Fi „as I judge from the Difference of their Value 


in the Firſt Fruits Office, and how ſucceeded bim; but 


In. what. Fave ee 


[# Leland in Tanner's Viblioth; 


FS Faſti, p. 16 
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4 MEMOIRS Of THELIFH 
obliged. for this Promotion, whether, to to Ruſtachius de Fuirvn- 
berge, or Roger Niger, Hilhop * ' London, is at ane en- 
tirely unknown. 

Whilſt our Student reſided. in \ the Pniverkity, he 2 

became known, through the Pregnancy. of - his Parts, the 
Depth of his Learning, and the -Credit!.of his Academi- 
cal Exerciſes, to that diſcerning Patron of all; learned Men 
in thoſe Times, Robert Groſſeteſte, afterwards:;the. celebrated 
- Biſhop of Lincoln. Groſſeteſte, at that Time, was much 
Reſident in the. Univerſity, where he had been Chancellor, 
was Doctor of Divinity, Public Lecturer both in the Philo- 
ſophical and Theological Schools, and in ſhort, made the 
greateſt and moſt conſummate Figure in every imaginable 
Light. In the Year 123 5. he Was conſecrated, Biſhop of 
Lincoln, and very ſoon after that, even the very next . Year, 
he gave his Friend tſebam a public and very high. Teſti- 
mony of his. Favor, conſtituting him Archdeacon of Oxford 
1 wi a Preferment of great Weight, and of eſpecial Truſt 
and Confidence, in regard of that Influence and Authority | 
which the Archdeacons of that Title then, had in the Uni- 
verſity LJ]. 4111 1 

Biſhop Groſſefte, during 1 — Maden gt © Oxford, thad 
read Public Lectures in the School of the Mines or Grey 
Friars, founded by Agnellus Piſanus; and was: ſucceeded in 

that Province: by one Peter, who Was afterwards promoted 
to a Biſhopric.in Scotland Ii]. On this laſt Vacancy, by the 
I] Le Neve, p. 165. Willis, II. 3 ws Clauſ. 21 H. iü. m. 13. 
doria. [r] Wood Hiſt. I | 
The 'Perſon that ſucceeded. YT in 55 Bie 5 Way to ' have 

been Malter, for he was Archdeacon of Oxford” A. 1244, Wood's Hiſt. 
p.93. A Cireumſtance which I mention, on Account of the Omiſſions 
of Le Neve and Browne Willis, in reſpect of him; the former ſpecifying 

Robert de Mariſcis A. 1248. (wherezs tis plain there muſt have been one 
before him, Mſeham being made Dean of Lincoln, as we ſhall. ſee, A, D. 


1239 2nd even Biſhop of Litchfield A. 1245) and Browne Wilks naming 
nobody till A. 1261, and thereby omitting both Malter and Robert. de Ma- 


riſcit. : L Wood's Hiſt. p · 71. 
| Preferment 
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Preferment of Peter, Biſhop Gre roſes 9e importuned Archdea- 
mployment, and the Arch- 
deacon to oblige his Friend and Patron complied with his 


con Meſebam to undertake the 


Requeſt [/ [:] though he was not of the Frantiſcan Order, 
any more than Groſeze/tg himſelf was [u]. He might begin 
his PreleCtions A. 12 * or the Spring of the Year 1238. 


"Rog er 4. Weſeham was ſucceeded in theſe Schools by 7 mas 


TW, ales a Perſon of great Note, and made both Prebendary 
and Archdeacon of Lincoln, by Biſhop Groſſetefte Ii]: But 


e this Lecture was ſupported by the Labours of ſome | 


moſt conſiderabſe Men of that ge. 
Not tong after this, an perth peelkbtöd itſelf to 


dhe Biſhop, of bringing his favourite Aſſociate nearer to him, 
and placing him in tlie great and rich Deanery of Lincoln; 


which though now of conſiderable Value, was of much 


1 at the Time. we are ſpeaking. 9220 as will appear in 


e Sequel. 
: 8 faſt | enter a üittle more mati Pts the Detail 
of, this Affair, by conſidering firſt, hen Reg er. de Weſtham 
"Was collated. to this Digmity,; and then, by a means it 
bf ppened, at Biſhop 857 
e Diſpoſa of this hoble 1 DEL 
WT PA a Tournay was inſtalled o oY Tien A. D. 


1223, but according to Mfllis was ſuf pended | in 1232, and 


Ruger de Weſebam was then ſubſtituted in his- Rom []: 
In another place WP fame Author, incufring the. Fault of 


"23 CI OfEET 3182 . HA on 
.[t]. Wood Hiſt. I. p. 51. [I] Leland 15 PO Whol 

Idole a Tmall- „as to this Matter, which: oughti ta; be: reflified : 

He repreſents Architeacon Weſcham as the immediate Succeſſor of Grofſetefe 


in this Affair of the Lecture; but the, Truth is, as appears from I dod, 


who writes from good Authority, namely that of Thomas Eeclyſton, that the 


above mentioned Peter i between them. See lo Leland himſelt 
in Tanner, p. 750. 


a [w] Tanner 3 ibd, © 
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Inconſiſtence, informs, that Roger de Weſeham, Sücceflör ot 
-Willtam de Tournay, was not made Dean of Lincoln till A. 
D. 1245 [Y. x laſt Date he took, as appears to me, 
from Mr. Le Neve, who intimates the fame LE]: but both 
theſe Dates are wrong. 

| Firſt, we find Roger de W, geha, Archodcan of Oxford, 
A. 1236, and-reading Lectures at Oxford after that, which 
makes it highly improbable he ſhould be Dean of Lincoln 
A. 1232 ; Which likewiſe appears to have been before his 
Patron Groſſetefte, by whoſe Favor entirely he acquired this 
Promotion, was made Biſhop, for he was not conſecrated 
till A. P. 1235. 

But there is Clear and direct Proof that William de Tour- 
nay was actually Dean of Lincoln A. D. 1234, and conſe- 
quently was not deprived till after that Vear. 

* Sciant, &c. quod Ego Hugo de Waleton * accepi a vene- 
<<, rabili viro Willielmo de Thornaco Decano Linc. ſex acras 
Terre arabilis in Campo de Newbald, illas ſcil. quas Mat- 

<« theus de Haderſegh dedit Eccleſie de Le ie dedica- 
1 C tionis ejuſdem Eccleſie Habend. et Tenend. &c, Teſti- 
et bus Hug. de Linacre Petro de Brumenton Willielmo de 
by: Hwitenton [a] Jordano de Albetot Roberto fratre ejus 

„ Jobanne del Ho, Waltero clerico Johanne de Pecco Ste- 

phano fil. Glay Richero Sordan 4 Harperford Thoma de 

« Debye et a. Dat. apud Geftrefeld Te Mereur, i in Craſ- 
tino Aſſumpt. beate Marie in Anno Gratie Me. CC. trice- 
e ſimo quarto [S.. 

This Inſtrument is-curious in many Reſpects, and is full 
to the prefent Purpoſe; the Date being ſo clear. It appears, 
*that Dean x was not faſpended A. 1232. he being in 
Poſſeſſion of eanery A. 1234 ; or, 875 ** was 


21% Willis, p. 116. [z]. Faſti, p. 144- 165. 

{a] Whittington, as now it is written. 

151 Chartulary of the Dean of Roms in as Archives of that Church. 
4 N then 
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then ſuſpended, that he was again reſtored, and that g. 


bam facceeded him not in the Decanal Dignity till after the 
Year 1234. 


But now, on the other, Hand, it is equally incendible;. 


that #/eſ:ham ſhould not be appointed Dean till A. 1245. 


ſince in the Beginning of that Year, he was conſecrated 


. v9 eee os ee be ſbeun 
in the Sequel. 
„The Truth chen I take to be, that Villiem  Tournay: 


was ſuſpended A. 1239, on a certain Occaſion to be men- 5 


tioned below, and ſo Mr. Le Neue, I obſerve, puts it in 
one Place [a], on the Authority of Biſhop Nenne s Collec- 


tions, and tis pity that he and Dr. Willis ſhould ever have 


deſerted that Authority ; that the Conſequence of the Suſ- 

penſion was Deprivation; and that thereupon,” Archdeacon 
Maſabam was ſubſtituted Dean in his Place. The above 
Date is happily confirmed by the Teſtimony of the late Mr. 
Most Simpfon of Lincauln, who, from ſome Evidence he 
had ſeen, has corredted: the e e in his Copy of M illi, 
into 1239, as 1 have been rmed by ks Son, the 
Reverend Mr. — Prebendary of Lincoln, * 
my very valuable Friend. 


We enquire next, by — Coincidence of e | 


Bithop Greaſſerzſte came to have the Diipoſal of this Dignity. 
. ͤ EIT turn 
ed his Thoughts upon examining into the State of the Ca- 
thedtal Church of Lintuln; and no doubt but K 
Right he had a Power of viſiting hies own Church ; but 
tbe Dia ——ůů pleading. Privilege and 
Exemption, and e that the Members of that: ha dy 
= on Dean, were 
_ William 4 — 
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deprived, for his . e to the Biſhop, his Diſobedince 
and Contumacy. 

and the Soc of his Ca Church was of long Con- 
tinuance, being not finally determined till! the Year: 1245. 
when the Biſhop obtained a Deciſion very much, though 


Quarrel betwixt Biſhop. Grqſergie 


not altogether, in his Favor, from Pope: Innocent IV. for it 
ſhould be noted that there were other Points in Diſpute 
between the Parties, beſides the Article of Viſitation, but 


this being the principal Subject, I thought it ſufficient for 
the preſent Purpoſe to mention this, and for.the ſame Rea- 


fon, I ſhall drop the Buſineſs of this Quarrel here, there be- 


ing no ' Necellity © of eee LA 4 Sy in it at this 


Time. | 

But does it not-appear. very ſtrange, * in the Heat of | 
this Conteſt, the Biſhop ſhould be able to get his particular 
Friend and Favourite, Roger de Weſebam, ſubſtituted into 
the Place of the depoſed Dean? We are expreſſly told by” 
Leland, that Weſeham: obtained this Dignity by the a 


Grace and Favor of the Biſhop, . Capitonis Beneſicio [Veſ-" | 


e hamius] fit Decanus Lindianæ Ecclefiz,” are his Words 
d]; and for my Part :J-have no doubt of the Fa, though 5 
T have no other Way of f accounting for: it, than by. the fol- 
lewing Conjecture. tio jad .vd og ern 
The Chapter, at this Time; were poſſeſſed of the Privi- 
lege of chuſing their own Dean, cho was to be approved 
and — | by the Biſhop. Now the Chapter were Par- 
ties in this Quarrel, into which they entered: principally on 
the Dean's Behalf; and in ſupport, as they alledged, of his 
undoubted Rights from Time immemorial, he claiming o 
be the ſole Viſitor of the Cathedral Church of Lincoln. 
They could not therefore approve, nor willingly acquieſce, 
in Dean Tournay's: Deprivation, and upon tliat Footing 
would ptohably. refuſe to proceed to the Election of another 


[4] See alſo Wood's Hiſt. I. V. * | 


Perſon 


5% 


ed the Dean 


OF'ROGER DE Vasen 66 9 


Perſon in his Place, This of Courſe would produce a De- 
Bees to the Biſhop, who taking the Advantage, as we 
may rationally ſuppoſe he 23 collated. his F nd Dr. 
gelbem, and had him im 3 inſtalled. The! Doctor 
ſeems, ſo far : Fn N can Toes at thi 
have been 4 Perſon of an ealy, quiet, and peaceable 
ſition, and his former Obligations to Biſhop G Groſpegfe, added 
to 1 ſociable good Qualities, were certainly Reaſons ſuf- 
 bczevt, why the Biſhop ſhould deſire to. fee bim in . 
Place, who had been ſo undomplying, ſo obſtinate and 


factory. And in regard to the Chapter, as e 2 


Man of known and approved Werth, of indiſputable Learn- 


Many of them might probabl 
eee ee fs ths, 
nd conciliate his Mind towards them, to qualify 
Br at the ſame Time, it 

Caufe no Harm; for the A ur 

| wight Ace g9 in their Favor; and 
ö houldahat be the Caſe; all theſb P ings of the Biſbop, 


at this Tia in e Wever, 
he was 8 unſortunate, ä that 1 0 and 
continued ſo long afterwards an Foot; the 
Papal Decifion not bein COT till he had 

Deanery ; rand yon that one has Reaſon to fear, that 

the whole Time of his Incnmibeney at Liar, was rather 
 troublefome and. difagreeable- W him, than productire of 

1 0 1 W ſince a pag and, benevolent Mind 
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i MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE 
could not with any Comfort and Satisfaction ſee ſ6 much 
Diſcord 'and Animoſity prevailing in a Place where nothing 
ought to reign but Harmony; nor ſo much ill-blood circulat- 
ing in thoſe mare Wer which 5 was to E as "ws 
Head. 

The Bean as now we oe) call the; ru Taro warm 
in his Stall, when Thomas de Melſanby, Prior of Dure 
renpanced his Election to that See, becauſe. he found 
much Difficulty in getting Confirmation, the King, Hs 
III. not bein 5 be erat upon by any means to wy e 
his Aſſent 10 f Election. This Reſignation was in the 
Vear 1240, and the Monks of the Charter were juſt on' the 
Point of Beginning a new Proceſs for the Appointment . 
another Perſon, when 101 his Highneſs was pleaſed to 
| teſt, upon the Occaſion; againſt ſome certain Eccleſia 5 
. that were particularly obnoxious to him, but likely to be | 
choſen, and amon pgft the reſt; againſt the Dean' of Zinn 
Lu net the king meant by this Step, was, to pave the 
Way for the Election of William, Ele& of Valentia, an 
Unkle of the Queen's, who he was very deſirous ſhould 
ſucceed to the See of Durefine ; but he miſled his Aim, for 
though the Monks were not ſo uncivil as to fix upon any 
of thoſe Perſons whom his Highneſs had fo openly excepted 
againſt, yet they would not take William of Valentia, but 
elected Nrcholas' de Fernbam, a Scholar of great Eminenice, 
employed about the Queen's Perſon both as a Divine and a 
Phyſician, and of whom, his Highneſs, deſtitute of all Pre- 
tence or Shadow of e was "OS. in a Alas, 
to appro ve. 5 
The Monks of Dureſne, it ſeems, micht be inelbable (0 
chuſe Dean Ve ebam; a convincing Argument of his eſta- 
bliſhed r erm in all Parts of the — 107 way 


(-] Wharton "WD Saer. vol. I. p. 736. 
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ſhould the King fo ſtudiouſly oppoſe his Election? It was 
certainly branding him with a very invidious Mark; and 
was owing, I conjecture, to his Attachment to Biſhop Grof 


tete; for Simon de' Londim, another of the Bi 
| Friends, was amongſt the excluded. M. Paris, under 


Year 1241, relates a Quarrel, which ran to a great Height, | 


between the King and Biſhop Greſetefte, about the Promo- 
tion of Simon to the Prebend of Tame, in the Church of 
Lincoln, in Preference to John n the King s Chaplain, 
who had been provided to it The Conteſt, 
and the Event, are related — Vear, bas the Broil pro- 
bably began the Year” before, and ſo long as there 'was a 
Difference open between the r 
former had Reaſon for barring the Adherents and faſt 
Friends'of u Kttert But thus 1 offer" i no other Shape 
than a Conjecture. WA <0 Mit] to mee 
A. D. 1245. the Pepe, Horn Iv. called a general 
Council at Lyons in France, and Roger de -Weſeham attended; 
it: was uſual both for Archdeacons, and the Deans of . 
thedral Churches, to be ſummoned on ſuch ee 
But Nager attended this Council, as 4 Biſhop, as we lh! 
ſee . Biſhop" Groferefte went to Lyons, 18 Nov. 1244 lx oY 
about the Affair of Viſitation abovementioned; as Ike. 
did the Dean and Canons of Lincvin. Soon after [5], and 
before the Council ſat, which began 28 June 1245. his 
Holineſs conſecrated the Dean Biſhop of Coventry and Litch- 
field; which 1 prove thus; M. Paris ſays, Richard de Withz 
was\conſecrated Biſhop of wh at at the fame Time, and 
the Annals of Waverley t he was conſecrated about 
Lent [i], and conſequently, before the Council fat. The 
u r and . e Editor of "IP Genet is not ſo 


AM. Paris Ne 467 Walt Rete p * le) M. Paris . 


wt [5] Wikes. * 15. M. aus, Pe 2 | [7] Annal. 
erl. r. 206. BS, 
C 2 „ Tn 


| 


* 

"3 + 
i 
*£ 
'F 
1 
| 
4 

4A 

= 


N 1 
Fil 
: 
| 
4 


[a TEES 


** 


＋ 
r r 


gu « R 
OE: 
— . 


"#34; Yu! W ieee 
— r 
* „ 


p » 
——— — > «hv 4 * 


* er 
— * * 


. 
eee 


— 
- we 
. 


— — —— , . — 
DET IRS = Bye er Po, we Ss, 
Mi - — # 


— 


3 - 
Ct AY r = l * . 
ropentces qa; gs + > Coley : RO. ” l bot ws By „rr eee * 
428 8 r HE 3 wy TREE NES : *% X 2 * 228 1 — COST Wt SY — 


* "0 * 2 "_ N 8 W 4 4 k * 7 : o a 1 4 
1 e * oy * 5 5 11 = — 
: G e : 
2 — . . * 3 Wy _—. 
7 & k Quik a = — 1 * . — 
r = Io a . — — 7 n oY 
: 2 C . £ - » * A * © +, 4 D 
« 2 4 * e p — t mg — * 4 "SER Yo 2 * E. 
r : A V 2 . % &.-- By 
* * — > a4 8 2 4 
k T5 - - >» + A ren TIS 
* „ — 


Se Lys 
nnn 


7 
* 1 n 
Py NN « x 
n 3 FR 
7 . 
„rr 5; PS 2 — och ot 
a, * N 3 . = Nas 
L — 


rr 


12 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE 
accurate in this Matter, as I could with ; the Biſhop's words 
are . Conſecratus eſt Lugduni Anno 124 5.” and this is true | 
enough; but here the Annotation is, in Concilio Lag 
t dunenfi una cum Richards  Epiſcopo Ciceirenfi, et et Bonifacio 
cc Archiepiſcopo Cantuariæ: And for this M. Paris is cited. 
But M. Paris does not ſay, it was done in the: Council, nor 
that all three were conſecrated together ; indeed, as I take 
it, Archbiſhop. Boniface was conſecrated before the other 
two. And whereas Thomas, Wikes ſays, under mo = 
1241, © obiit Hugo de Patiſhult Covenirenſa „ . 

« ceſſit ei Roger us 5 Meſebam Decanus Lincoini 2 
muſt underſtand it, not of immediate r a that 
Time, but after an Interval of ſome Years [4], which will 
oblige us to take this Matter a little higher, and to relate the 
Tranſactions that paſſed, in A ta 11 n wu r 
Death of Biſhop Patiſbul. 


ſuf Lo intends the Ch of Lich wid following 
5 elected · 2 75 2 5 Abbot of Leo Who 
« was confirmed by the Pope; but he dying at Rio in 
ic Gaſcoig ne, Dec. 8. 1242. without Conſecration, one Nu 
« gert de Monte Peſſulano was nominated to this See by the 
« Pope, who finding great Oppoſition made to him, by: the 
« King, reſigned his Pretenſions to the Pope, ho ſuhſtitu- 
ted in bis Stead Neger de Wejebum.” 2 is; Dr. Wlles's: 
Account of the Matter, which is very lame and imperfes 
and not altogether conformable to Truth. 5 
Firſt, As to Richard le Gras, or 2 {mk he had! 
been a Monk at e and Prior of Hurley, in the 


[2 See Wikes afterwards, 11 46. . _ u Paris, p. 661, > 
LI Monaſticon, I. p. 152. M. Weſtm. v. 308. : 
25 County 85 
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of Eveſham, received. Benediction from the Biſhop of Ca- 


ventry and Lichfield on Advent Sunday at Heywode, and was 
inſtalled 7 Dec. [u]. I note theſe Particulars, becauſe they 


ars omitted by Dr. Wilks, in his Hiſtory of the mitred 
of this Perſon fol- 


e 
add, he had been Keeper of the Great Seal, and had diſ- 


when. he profeſſedly 
Dur if 1 moy — gr 


charged the Office of — 1715 Was a favourite 


Counſeller of the King and had been much employed in 


public Buſineſs [q] ; and moreover, was particulary recom- 


. an Bieta, on the Vacancy of 


the See, by the Deaths of Hag de Patifhud (r]. In the Af 


ſembly of tha two Chapters at Lichſield Is], was choſen 
| 7 Jane of the Canons of Lichfels, but the. major Par of 


two united. Chapters elected, in Oppoſition to 
Hiiham Leh de Monte gſflau, or Montpelier, Precentor 
The Matter, by Reaſon. of this 


— _— ů but he un- 
ſortunately died at Niola, and there was- buried, very ho- 


nourabl the Biſhop of that Ci J. . e 
. . 44 We 10 Vir AE. 


« circurſpedus, jure civiti ct canopico. eleganter 
« [w].” And to the ſame Purpoſe are the Words of 14. 


Faun ren ee in rebas a 


1 Ph gs $ mitred FE 6, Wi 2 Walke t the ke 
ea 


. 595. oo] He kept 
: ' with Honour, ad Wen re . M. Paris, p- 519. 583. 
went? har ad Rymier's Foedera, K p. 344. Le e- 
e have been alſo in great Favour with Ocho the Legate. 
£5]; So-ſays Thomas de Cheſterfield in Wharton's Ang]. 
UE 2 was Willtam, not Robert, as Le Neve and Willis call him. 
287 p- 46. writes him falſly De Monte Foſſulano. i M. Paris, 


1 n p. * 


County of Beqford; but 2.5 Sept. 1236. was elected Abbet: | 


the Electors, was brought before the Pope, = 


Sacr. 5 
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« MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE 
* ſpectus [x]; inſomuch that he was by no means unworthy 
of the King's Recommendation, who was much concerned 
at his Death. His Character ſeems to have been that of a 
Perſon well verſed in Buſineſs. RE kN OS FR 
According to this Narrative, drawn from the two Mat- 
thews, Paris and Weſtminſter, Richard was not canonically 
elected, as having the fewer Number of Votes. But if the Mat- 
ter were but once litigated, it was enough for the Pope, who 
would be ſure to oblige the King with his Man, the King 
and his Holineſs at this Time ever going Hand in Hand, in 
But now the Annals of Tewkeſbery ſay, in Contradiction to 
this, that Richard was duly elected in the Year 1241, but 
that not long after he renounced his Election, for ſome Rea- 
ſon or other, and thereupon both Chapters proceeded we 
to a new Election, and agreed in the Perſon of William d. 
Monte Peſſulano [y]. Wherefore, as Richard died in G. 
coigne, we are obliged to ſuppoſe he was there, not on his 
Journey to the Pope, or for any Purpoſe relative to his Eleo- 
tion, having relinquiſhed his Pretenſions to the Biſhopric be- 
fore, but attending on the King, who was then in thoſe 
Parts, making an inglorious Campaign. He went to the 
King in Autumn 1242, with Supplies; and the Hardſhips 
= a - atigue of the Paſſage, laid the Foundation' of his 
n 4 © 13 OF een „ 
mobs de Cheſterfield, the profeſſed Litchfield Hiſtorian, 
varies, for his Part, from both theſe Accounts ; he repreſents 
the Numbers, on the Scrutiny, as equal, at leaſt he makes 
no Difference, from whence there would of Courſe be a 
Devolution, or at leaſt Appeals from both Sides, to the Pope. 
Such was the unhappy Condition of the Church of Exgland, 
through the Enchroachments of the Papacy, at this iy: 


| [x] M Patis, p. 399. [] Annal. Theokels. apad Wharton in 
Angl.-Sacr. I. p. 440. [=] M. e 
| 4 | 


The 
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File Tfiſtorian then adds, that the Matter comin Were; the: 
Court of Rome, Pope Hmocem ſet afide both the both. 
Richard le Gras, and William de Monte Peſulans, a And col-- 
lated a third Perſon, Roger de Weſebam, to the vacant See [a]. 
And thus, if we are to believe him, Richard le Gras made 
no opening, either by his Death, or by renouncing his 
Claim; nor did the Monks and Canons ever afſemble i in or- 
der to a freſh Election | 
Upon the whole, one cannot but aſſent to the Juſtneſs of 
Mr. Wharton” Reflection on this Occaſion, namely: that 
We ate not too haſtily to. give Credit to the Relations of the: 
Monkiſh Hiſtorians on the Subject of Elections, ſince in 
their Narrations of the Squabbles of the Monks and Canons. 
at ſuch Times, they are apt to be partial, and to take a 
Side. And certainly, at this Diſtance of Time, and amidſt 
all this Diſſonance and Diſagreement amongſt Authors, tis. 
difficult, and in a Manner. impoſſible to rn er which 
of theſe Accounts is the true one. : 
Me come now to William de Monte Peſſulano'; Abbot 2 
chard being either dead, or having relinquiſhed: his Preten- 
fions, the two Chapters entered, according: to-Matthew Paris. 
[5], and Matthew of Weſtminſter [el, on a. new. Election, 
and the Chapter of Coventry, with ſome of the Canons of 
Lichfield, made Choice of Wilkam de Monte P for 
their Prelate. This is very agreeable likewiſe to the Annals 
of Tewkeſbury, only it is there faid, William was eleted 5] 
the unanimous Voice of both Chapters [al. However, the- 
King would not accept him, being 53 diſpleaſed on 
Account of the Oppoſition he had raiſed againſt his favourite, 
Abbot Richard, but was deſirous of promoting the Intereſt: 
of another [4], and ſome of the Canons of nn concur 


{ 


5 Tho. Cheſterfield. in Wharton's Ang}. 1 Tea [6] M: Paris: 
p. 598. le] M. Weſtm. p. 310. e Godwin. 


11 Authors do not tell the Name of this P 
red: 


6 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE 
ted with him, which occaſioned a tedious and very trouble- 
ſome Conteſt [f], wherein was expended, on one Side, for 
ſo I underſtand it, no leſs than 245 1 [g]. In ſhort, the King 
gave Milliam all the Trouble he could, and for his Sake 
endeavoured every Way to vex and harraſs the Monaſtery of 
Coventry, and yet William was a Man of great perſonal 
Worth and an unblemiſhed Character, Vir bonus, et fine 
te querela et ambitione [5].” <© Vir ſanctus, et moribus et 
CC ſcientia praeditus [i]. But this notwithſtanding, the King 
became the declared y of the Foundation at Coventry, 
annoying the Prior and Convent by all poſſible Methods; in- 
ſomuch that the Houſe ſuffered extremely, what from the 
ing, and what from the adverſe Part of the Canons of 
Li even ſo much, that the Members of the Convent 
were forced to diſperſe and fly to other Houſes [A]; that of 
St. Albon's, in particular, receiving and ining, for a Year 
and ſome odd Months, the Prior, with forme of his Monks, 
his Servants, and Horſes [I]. 42 | | 
But what becomes of Dr. Willis, all this Time ? who 
tells us, that, on the Death of Richard, William de Monte. 
Peſfuleno was nominated 10 this See by the Pope ; this is con- 
trary to the Teſtimony of all Authors. 
But to proceed in our Narrative; the Pope ever tender, in 
Caſes where he was not hinmſelf intereſted. of diſobliging the 
King, delayed to grant Milliam Confirmation, whereby the 
Oppoſitian made to his Conſecration by the King, was fill 
ſubſiſting A. 1245. when being at Thong to ſollicit it, his 
Patience was quite tired out. For hearing that Maſter Mil- 


/] Unde fumptuoſe utrobique lis oritur, et moroſa, M. Paris, p- 598. 
I note the Paſſage, on Account of the Word moraſa, which is not from 
n , moris, but mara, morae, and is often uſed in theſe Authors for long, 
tedious or dilatory, as M. Paris, p. 445. 484. 540. [ZI M Weſtm. 
{5] M. Paris. 2 M. Weſtm. See alſo Biſnop Godwin. £4] Idem. 
{] S0 alſo Biſhop Godwin. - 1 155 4 1. 


liam 
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liam de Droubedale, a diligent Advocate of his was dead In], 
and finding that the King perſiſted in refuſing his Aſſent to his 
Election, and that Maſter Laurence de St. Martin, the King's 
Proctor, was his ſtrenuous Adverſary and conſtant Accuſer 
[a]; moreover, that the Canons of Litchſield, thoſe that con- 
curred with the King, were continually perſecuting him in 
the moſt hoſtile and implacable Manner; and conſidering 
withal that the Priory of Coventry was miſerably oppreſſed bY 
the King and his Agents on his Account ; touched with 
theſe melancholy Reflections, he heartily lamented that ever 
he had been choſen ; and thus depreſſed by inward Grief, 
he went to the Pope, and told him with a faltering Tongue, 
-that the King and his Council were banded * againſt 
his Innocence, perſecuting him in a Manner he no Way 
deſerved; and tho he ſhould obtain the Mitre, to which he 
had been canonically elected, yet, he was ſenſible, he ſhould 
enjoy no Peace in England, and therefore he reſigned it into 
his Holineſs's Hand. The Pope had ſcarce conſented to the 
Acceptance of his Reſignation, before William withdrew, 
well pleaſed with what he had done [o]; but the Byſtan- 
ders, as Paris obſerves, were much concerned at the King's 
Injuſtice to William de Monte Peſſilano. „„ 
This Tranſaction of Williams Reſignation had no ſooner 
tranſpired, but Biſhop Grgſeteſte, who was then at Lyons [ p}, 
immediately began to beſtir himſelf; and to recommend his 
great Favourite, the Dean of Lincoln, then upon the Spot, 
to his Holineſs, for this Prelacy. The Biſhop was the firſt 
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[un] Lugubriter expiraſſet, M. Paris, p. 660. as if there had been ſome- 
thing tragical in his Death. [a] He was employed by the King to 
complain of this Grievance, amongſt others, that Prelates were elected 
without his Conſent, M. Paris, p. 656. Laurence was afterwards Biſhop 
of Rocheſter, on which Occaſton Wikes, p. 48. calls him erroneouſly de 
"Santo Martyrio. Vice plura de eo in M. Paris, p. 616. and the Note on 
Rapin, I. p. 318. e] M. Paris. [p] M. Paris, p. 649. 707. M. 
Weſtm. p. 318. and ſee above. „ 
5 Perſon 


18  MEMOTRS OF THE LIFE 
Perſon who moved this Buſineſs, and principally. promoted 
it; and by his ſole Means, Intereſt, and Influence, . Roger 
de W ebam obtained the Biſhopric by Collation from the Pope 
20 the King being not in the leaſt conſulted for his Conſent 
7], leſt, ſays my Author, he ſhould both be raiſing Cavils 
againſt this Promotion according to his Cuſtom s], and 
ſhould further oppoſe an Election of a Prelate to this now 
long vacant See, to the Detriment of his Credit and Renu 
tion, and the Good of his Soul [7]. 
But here let us ſtop a Moment oak refle&. Thie Was a 
moſt inſolent and audacious Act in the Roman Pontif ; a ma- 
nifeſt and inſufferable Incroachment on the King's Preroga- 
tive, and the Rights of the Chapters of Zztchfield and Coven- 
try; for though = Kings of England were now ſtripped of 
the Inveſtiture of their Biſhops, and the Popes, by continued 
Artifices, had converted the Right of Nomination, formerly 
inherent in them, into capitular Elections, 'yet the Privilege 
of approving and aſſenting continued to be an undoubted Pre- 
rogative of the Crown []. No Sovereign, either of this, or 
any other Country, could even fit down with leſs than this; 
for if Prelates were to be impoſed upon them. againſt both 
their Inclination and Approbation, it might often happen, 
eſpecially in theſe turbulent Times, that the Sees would be 
filled by thoſe who were profeſſedly the King's Enemies, and 
the Diſturbers of the public Peace, and the Regale conſe- 


7] The Monaſticon ſays the Pope Contulit, from whence comes the 
Expreſſion of collating, when a Prelate gives a Benefice of his own. See 
alſo Monaft. III. p. 225. 235. and the Quotation from M. Paris below. 

r] M, Paris, 5 661. 

s] M. Weſtm. p. 310. M. Paris, p. 661. where I read et arr. pro 
et ipſam; Biſhop Godwin, p. 317. cites it, et hanc, 
It] He alludes to the King's late hard Treatment of William de Monte 
Peſſulano, and other like Actions of his. And yet Leland ſays, Roger de 
IV:ſcham had the Biſhopric from the King, Leland in Tanner, where ſee | 
the Biſhop's Note; and he has led Mr. ood i into the ſame Pſa Hiſt. 
et Antiq. lib. i. p. 71. 
[4] See Dr. Blackſtone's Introduction, p. x. 5 
1 5 quently 
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- quently would be abſolutely reduced to nothing. But never- 
theleſs, this Step is little to be wondered at, in a: Perſon of 


* Tandcent's. Character, who was one of the moſt rapacious 


Wolves, that ever filled the Holy Chair, And indeed this 


Outrage upon the King, great as it was, was but trivial, in 
Compariſon with that of his Predeceſſor of the ſame Name, 


in the Affair of Stephen Langton, Archbiſhop: of Canterbury 
[x], and that Pope's other Dealings with King 7 "ey 
2 I may add, was no more than equal to the 
IX. when by his own Authority he conferred the 
988 erbury on Archbiſhop Richard [a]. 
* t ee h this violent and illegal Step be no more than 
t be — from Innocent, is it not ſtrange Biſhop 
Graferefl ſhould fo warmly promote it? and ** Dean 
Neſebam ſhould concur in it? I proteſt, I don't know how 
OG 16 two Friends on this Occaſion, igt. fell 7? 


= 


. 171 3 = 


E dici Laufe, er non potmiſſe . | 


4 aa Incident panel at Tyons, wherein; as 1 1 
theſe two great Men don't ſtand perfectly clear; tis my 
Duty nevertheleſs to report it. When the Pope firſt came 
to that City to hold the Council, his Wardrobe was con- 
ſumed, with all its Contents. It was ſuggeſted by ſome, that 
the Room was ſet on Fire on Purpoſe, — afford his Holineſs 


a Pretence for aſking a Subſidy 
to aſſemble at the Council. But be this as it will, the Con- 
flagration extended further than was expected or intended, 

and- deftroyed, as was aſſerted by many, that Inſtrument; 


whereby King Jon made his Kingdom at to the 


[=I See the Life of Steph. Langton, in Matth. Parker. 
T5] Rapin's Hiſtory iy un FO and Dr, views Obig: Apgl- Tom. . 
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pe [a]. What did Inmcent do, in remedy of this unfore- 
45 Evil? He cauſed the Engliſb Prelates that were preſent 
at the Council, to fign a new Act of the ſame Kind, and I 
ſaſpe& the two Friends, Biſhop Graſſeteſte and Biſhop Weſe- 
ham, both of them ſo lately obliged by his Holineſs, and in 
a way ſo extraordinary, could not be 1 with from 
ſubſcribing their Names. Miſit igitur [Papa] ad ſingulos 
Epiſcopos Angliæ præcipiens diſtrictiſſime, ut quilibet eo- 
« rum illi chartæ deteſtabili, quam laerymabilis memo- 
« riæ Rex Anglorum Johannes, reclamante Archiepiſc 55 | 

r [9] 


« Cantuarienfi Stephano, infeliciter confecit de tributo, 
« num fuum apponeret, ut magis roborata perpetuaretu 
% Quod ipſi Epiſcopi timore 7nexcufabiliter effeminats, non 
« ſine enormi Regis et Regni, proh dolor! fecerunt præ- 
t judicio. Unde cum Dominus Rex hoc audiſſet, in maxi- 
„mam iram excandens, juravit, quod etfi etiam Epiſcopy. 
« turpiter ſint incurvati, ipſe firmiter ſtaret pro regni liber- 
tate; nec unquam, dum vitales carperet auras, cenſum ſub 
nomine tributi curiæ Romanæ perſolveret. Porro Epiſco- 
« pus Londinenſis Fulco, ultimus, et invitus, in arcum pra- 
« yum verſus, ſignum ſuum dictæ chartæ apponens, mi- 
< nus aliis meruit reprehendi. Simili quoque modo, cui- 
« dam ample chartz tranſcriptæ de verbo ad verbum, ſe- 
e cundum chartam bulla papali communitam, de ſententia 
« Depolſitionis in Imperatorem Fredericum lata, appoſuerunt 
4 omnes Prælati ſigna ſua, tam ad majorem roborationem, 
quam memoriam rei ſempiternam. Et fic alata: Conci- 
« lid, &c. [e. | 

"Tis plain, theſe Tranſactions paſſed at the very Cloſe of 
the Council, and after Biſhop Weſeham was conſecrated ; 
and that not one of the Engliſb Prelates refuſed their Hands, 


[a] M. Paris, p. 658. [6b] Here 'tis intimated, that the original 

Inſtrument was not burnt, but that this Act was only en to en | 

and corroborate it. Le M. Paris, p. 66. .-+ u 
ca 


— 
5 . 
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Fulco Baſſet being the moſt reluctant, and the laſt that ſigned z 
and therefore 1 doubt our two Prelates concurred with the 
reſt, in this blameable AR, fraught with ſo much Diſhonour 
to the Imperial Crown and Di gnity of this Realm. This 
however was not a Fault peculiar to them, fince they ſhare it 
in common with the other Engliſh Prelates, who were un- 
boundedly ſubmiſſive to his Holineſs at this Council. 
* Roger was conſecrated Biſhop of Coventry and Lichfield, 
( for that was his Stile, thaugh by Writers he is often called 
Biſhop of Cheſter [Id], by Reaſon that this See had once been 
placed at Cheſter, and that this County Palatine ſtill conti- 
nued to be part of the Dioceſe) by the Pope himſelf ſe 4 
1245, along with Richard de Mitbæ, Biſhop of Chicheſter 
canonized afterwards for a Saint. And the Ceremony was 
performed notwithſtanding the Appeal of the King's ' Proc- | 
tor, who proteſted vigorouſly againft it, alleging that the 
King's"Afent ought to be previouſſy obtained. But he was 
told openly, that ſince the King abuſed his Dignity and 
Privilege [/]), he had made himſelf unworthy to have fo 
much Regard ſhewn him; and thus, ſays M. Paris, the 
Honour and Dignity of the King and his: Kingdom, were, 
for his Sins, exceedingly debaſed [g]. The Pope made a 
Paret of 15 hard Uſage William de Monte Pefulano had ſo 


| = 1B N. Paris, M. Weſtm. Leharid; Cc. This i is common likewiſe 

** iſhops of this See, ſee Tanner's Bibl. p. 278. in Not. Arch- 
biſhop 0 by a bad. Miſtake, p- 246, makes the . of Cheſter 
and the Biſhop of Coventry two diſtinct Perſons. pl EA. Paris, p. 
66 r. So that Biſhop God in's Expreflion is not ſo clear fall as it 
ought to be, ad Rogerum vero quod attinet, annuente Papa, conſecratus 
0 eſt Lugduni, Se. there was more than an Aſſent, his Holineſs doing 
the Act himſelf, | [/] He means his Privilege of aſſenting, which he 
had refuſed ſo long, bad ſo obſtinately, in the Caſe of [liam de Monte 
J 5 er 1 1 185 M. Paris, p. 660. 

J Ex fic; Regis, et Regni ipſius, 1 bet aide. 

6 nitas e N M. nn p. 660. 10 WM | * 


* 


. N 4 
as * o ” M4 + 4 r vY * 4 * 
Btafl lately 
#14 g 
5 ; 


1 « 
** 
2 
4 
3 
* 
» 0 
LE: 
4 4 + 
4 
: = \ " 
* 0 4 
* I * 
1 f 
5 % 1 » 
ye 
\ P hy 
4 7 
»1 FS 
+ 
1 nt 1 4 
x 
15 4 
A D 
* bo 
» 
4 
" A 
, ;4 
- Ws 
Tx 208 
4 f 
13 
7 
14 ks 
* By 
We 5 
2 
1 
. 1 
. 7 
a3 1 
* wy 
22 
7 
1 
o 
1 
88 
8 3 
249 
- L M 
. 1 
+ FRI 
. 3 I 
: 254 
4 a ds 2 
43% 
4 
8 as 4 
* = 7 
* 1 
5 4 
— 
»1 
7 
1 , 
4 3 4 
N 1 
* 
I 
"TH 
. 8 * 
} FE 
1 
FF. 
2 
1 
5. 
* 
= — = 
* 
. q 
_— 2 
*-% 
| j 
? # 
LY 
I 
3 
* 
- 
* 
64 


—— 
2 WW 
N oo er nt 


OOO On en 


bo 


: eh & on £6.46 64 5 We 1 x 8 2 — 22 
8 A MDA. r > IIS 
"erty Ac ö 3 er AR SAKE, 


nr K 
ä 


MESS 
CONT ES 
2 "IF" 1 


reer 
2. - - Ae 


— 


COT 


"I 
* — — n 
. 


RE 
wes 


2 


— 


1 1 * ( 
r 
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lately met with from his Highneſs ; but let this Allegation 
amount to what it would, the Pope had no Grounds for 
thinking Dean Maſeham would be a Perſon at all more ac- 
ceptable to the King, than William de Monte Peſſulano; con- 
ſidering his Highnels's expreſs Exception againſt him at Dau- 
reſme [b], and therefore his Proceedings here were the more 
arrogant and barefaced [i]. | 

Now when the King came to be i of theſe Coniſe- 
crations at Lyons, he ordered the temporal Profits of the two 
Sees of Chicheſter and Coventry, to be paid into his Freaſury 
[4] ; but the next Year, in April or May, according to M. 
Paris [i], he was moved by Intreaty, and the Interpoſition 
of Friends, to reſtore to our Biſhop his Barony, on Account 
of the Sweetneſs of his Manners, which made him beloved 
by all; « Eo quod eſſet Vir mne et omnium ba- 
beret favorem L]. 

It was at this time that Biſhop Groſſeſte Geparated: the 
Church or Rectory of Ayleſbury from the Deanry of Lincoln; 
eſteeming that Dignity, with this great Prebend | annexed; 
to be too richly endowed, and to occaſion the Deans to 
haye it too much in their Power to oppoſe and confront the 
Biſhop of that See. But here it ſnould be remembered, in 
order to obtain a true Idea of the Opulency af this Prebend, 
that it conſiſted at this time, both of the preſent Prebend of 
Ayleſtury, and that of | Milton-Ecclefia, as likewiſe of the 
four Chapels of Burton, Querendon, Stokes, and Buthlond, 
which were all ſevered. from it, and appropriated to the 
Dean and Chapter i in Common Ls. 'His Lordidup, appre> 


[5] See abope,; [i] The Kiog, he might! fancys: would the eaſier 
overlook. theſe Matters, beeauſe he had before conſecrated Boniface, the 
Queen's Uncle, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, [II M. Paris, p. 661. 


[1] Pag. 706. Willis and Wharton ſay, Jan. 1. 1245-6. 25 Mar. Pat. 


30H. Ill 148 Anſtis, cited by Dr. Richardſon, which, I oy ay oy: 
the Truth, © [m] M. Paris, p. 706. 0 8 
1 Browne Willis, 1I. p. 9 and the Latin Extra below. 
hended 


OF ROQBRDR)WESBHAM ag 
hended no Diſturbance from his faſt Friend Roger de de. 
© bam, and therefore, in the Year. 1239, when he ſucceeded 
to the Decanal Dignity, he permitted him to enjoy this vaſt 
Prebend, as the Deans his Prececeſſors had uſually done: 


But he layed hold of the preſent Opportunity! of making an | 


Alteration, and conferred the Prebend on Robert ds Mariſco, 
to the great Prejudice and Injury of his Church, as was 
: ban thought, non ſine: magno et multo Eccleſiz ſuæ * 
t zudicio, ut multis videba injuria [o. 
The Name of Robert d Mariſea 1 Dave ben Matthew 
Pane: and it appears from an authentic Inſtrument in Autb. 
Hood, that he was a Canon of this Church [y]; but Dr. 
Willis, I obſerve, delivers, that William de Shirewwgod was 
the firſt Perſon. that enjoyed the Prebend of Ayle/bury after 
it Was ſeparated. from the Deanery [g, and conſequently 
2 Rabert entirely. The Ground of: this Miſtake was a 
haſty Inference drawn by this learned Antiquary from a 
— in an old Manuſcript, which, having been likewiſe 
in other Reſpects fal 7 I ſhall here inſert. 
„ Tempore Heurici 
1 Annis et amplius) Dominus — de Graveſend, "= 
<«; dam Epiſcopus Lincoln, aſſignavit in proprios uſus, Deca- 
« no et Capitulo Eccleſiæ Lincoln, ad Commune eorundem, 
“ Capellas de Burton, Querendem, Stokes et Bucklond, quon- 
dam pertinentes ad Præbendam de Azle/bury ; et Dominus 
Rex qui nunc eſt eaſdem capellas prædictis Deeano et 
« capitulo, ſeiſitis pacifice de eiſdem [7], per cartam ſuam 
7 confirmavit. Poſt appropriationem autem Capellarum 
4 prædictarum, idem Dominus Richardus Epiſcopus et [s] 
« refiduam Præbendæ prædictæ vacantis per mortem magiſtri 


ill. de Shirewode (cujus Tempore, et de 500 le] ES 


- e M. 6 p· 661. : 75 Wood Hiſt. Antiq. J. p p. 94. 
[9] 5 II. p. 13a. * So! 1 ee Place. 1 tel et, 
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24 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE. 
« facta fuit dicta appropriatio) contulit magiſtro Jobanni de 
% Scharreſtede primo, et ſubſequenter Domino Percivallb de 


&«. Lavannia Tempore dicti Regis Henrici; poſt cujus mor- £ 


te tem Dominus Nich. Papa quartus mandavit Domino Oli- 
« vero tunc Epiſcopo Lincoln, quod dictam Præbendam, 
* yiz. reſiduum ptædictum deductis quatuor capellis, ut 
« permittitur u], appropriatio a], divideret in duas Præ- 
ce bendas; et eas authoritate apoſtolica conferret duobus [x] 
« Perſonis canonicis dictæ Eccleſiæ Lincoln : Qui quidem 
« Oliverus dictam Præbendam diviſit in duas, conſtituendo 
« unam Præbendam de Eccleſia de Ailesbury, et aliam de 
« Eccleſia de Milton juxta Oxenford, que fuit Portio dictæ 
Præbendæ, et contulit dictam Eccleſiam de Ailesbury in 
« Præbendam magiſtro Richardb de Hedrington ; poſt cujus 
« mortem collata fuit eadem Eccleſia de Azlesbury per Per- 
© miſſionem apoſtolicam magiſtro Richardo de Havering, 
« qui eam nunc tenet, Tempore Clementis Papæ quinti, 
« Eccleſiam vero de Milton contulit idem Dominus Oli- 
« verus in Præbendam Magiſtro Net de Monemue et 
« ipſo poſtmodum conſecrato in Epiſcopum Landavenſem, 
« contulit eam Magiſtro Gilberto de Segrave, quo defuncto, 
Clemens Papa quintus contulit eam Galiardb de Mota Car- 
&« dinali qui eam nunc tenet [y]. 
This Account, Willis ſays, ſeems to hl ben dawn up 
about the Year 1278, in Edward the Firſt's Time. . 
Baut this cannot be; it is expreſly faid, that F ifty- four 
Vears had elapſed, when it was written. Now Biſhop Grave/- 
ende was confecrated, by this Antiquary's own Account, A. 
1258, and Henry III. died A. 1272, fo that as the Tranſ- 
action firſt mentioned, paſſed between 1258 and 1272, 
Fifty- four Years added to the former Date gives 1312, and 
to the latter, 1326, inſomuch that the true A of the 


[4] Leg. ut Fabi. Fu Leg. appropridtis. | 
ls] F. duabus. [3] Willis, II. p. 219. 


Me morandum 


as he obſerves, the Cardinal ſtill enjoyed the Prebend of 


OF ROGER DE WESEHAM. 25 
Memorandum muſt be between theſe two, about the Year 
1314, when Edward II. and not Edward I. was upon the 
Throne. And accordingly inſtead of Anno Regis nunc, 
which affords no Sen 25 I read it, Avi Regis nunc, Grand- 
Father of the preſent Ki hoy III. ſtanding in that Rela- 
tiong to King Edward . x upon the Vear 1314, be- 
cauſe, as it could not be written later, Clement being 
then Pope, as is expreſly noted, who died in that Vear; 
ſo it could hardly be penned any ſooner, ſince Biſhop 
Graveſend can ſcarce be ſuppoſed to have had Time to 
make the Appropriation of the Chapels therein mention- 
ed, in that Caſe. | 
This is very conſiſtent with, what is faid of Galliard de. 
Mora, then in Poſſeſſion of the Prebend of Mzlton Eccleſia. 
He had it from Clement V. and, as the ger e himſelf 

informs us, was collated A. 1312 [2]. | 

Some may wonder how Willis ſhould come to think of 
the Year 1278, for the true Age of this MS. fince 54 
taken from 1278, leaves 1224, which is very incon- 
ſiſtent with the Separation of the Prebend from the Deanery 
A. 1245. and Shorewodss being collated to it then [a]. 
But the Foundation of this was, as I take it,. that he com- 
puted his Fifty -four Vears, and ſpecified the King's Reign 
thereupon, from the End of Cardinal de Mara s Incum- 
bency, inſtead of the Beginning, though it accorded ſo ill 

with all other Data; for deducting 54 from 1333, when, 
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Mzlton-Ecclfia, there remains 1279. But he choſe to 
make his Epocha one Year earlier, becauſe there is no In- 
timation in the Memorandum, of the Cardinal's 

and hence comes his AN, Oar of about the Year 1278. 
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- But enough of the Age of this Memorandum, which 
yet it was neceſſary to adjuſt, on Account of what fol- 
lows. The Ae of the Chapels paſſed A. 1260, 
for 54 taken from 1314, leave 1260, and ſoon after that, 
William de Shirewode, Prebendary of Aylesbury, died. m_ | 
Shirewode dying at this Time, the Antiquarian raſhly 
cluded, that- he was the Perſon preferred to thai Prebend 
by Biſhop Graſſeteſte A. 1245. But this, as was above re- 
marked, Fn not tally with his ſuppoſed Age of the MS. 
for, according to that, he muſt come into his Prebend A. 
1224. However, as I faid, he took it for granted, that 
Shirewode was the firſt Perſon that enjoyed this Prebend,, 


aſter it was firſt ſevered from the Deanery ; but this does. 


not by any means follow ; for the Memorandum takes no 
Notice of the Act of Biſhop Groeſſetefte, in Reſpect of this 
Prebend, but begins its Hiſtory with Biſhop Greveſend. And 
there is certainly ſufficient Room for another Incumbent, 
before Shirewode, Robert de Mariſco for inſtance, who 
might be collated to the Prebend A. 1245, and was made 
Dean of Lincoln A. 1258, at which Time, as is probable, 
Shirewode ſucceeded to this Prebend. Shirewade was ſuc- 
ceeded by John de Scharre/tede about 1265, ſays Willis, not 
improbably ; on the next Avoidance, it was given to Per- 
ciual d Lavannia, who held it, Willis ſays; A. 1285, he 
might. have ſaid before 1272, becauſe he was collated during 


the Life of Henry III, wo died that Year. 


But that I may add one Word more concerning Robert de 
Mariſcu, without entring minutely into his Aﬀairs, which 1 


mall not do here, he was a Canoniſt of 771. Tie Repute 


a prime favourite of Biſhop keys efle [5]. The Tidup 
made him Archdeacon of Os ford, ( a Poſt of great Import- 
ance [c}) his Official [4] and at length. the W of 


[4] Annal. Böen, p. 208... be See *. | 
2 M. Faris, p. 802. Wood, Hiſt. Antiq. p. 94 his: 


of ROGER DE WE SE HAM. 27 


his entire Prelatieal Juriſdiction [el. He was at laſt Dean of 
Lincoln, but not till after the Death of the Biſhop, vz. A. 


D. 1258 [V/ J. This was the Time, as above conjectured, 


that Yilliom d. Shirewade ſueceeded him in- his Prebend of 
flesbury.” Willis ſays expreſly, he was conſtituted Dean 

1258, I ſuppoſe after 29 Jun that Year, for then he was only 
Archdeacon of Oxford {g]. Iu the Monaſticon the Date 13 
1260 [J, but I preſurne we may rely here on Dr. Wilts. 


However this Author could not diſcover how long he held | 


this Dignity, but T ! imagine till 1263, when Willias a Ler- 
_ Imgton occurs poſſeſſed of it; he was certainly living, an! 
Dean of Lincoln A. 1262, for it is written in the Annals 0 


Burton” L that the King that Tear prin the Ad- - 


« yowſon of the Church of E ſſeburn [ 


& + Mariſco, Dean of Lincoln, 1155 the UB of 7 


ee Had for a long Time poſſeſſed, and had received a 
«© ſjon from it, formerly, of Fifty Shillings, and at that 
« Time of FI fry Marks I].“ Some may be at a Lol to 
imagine, what kind of Right the King could ſet up, ſince 
this ReQtory of Aſhburn had been given to che Church of 
Lincoln as long ago as Wilam Rufus's Time I]; and af- 
terwards, b) Seeing the common Eſtate there, bad been' 
| app propriated to the Dean. But it was the Cuſtom, in theſe 
eigns, for the Crown, in order to raiſe Money, to ſend the 


E Juſtices Itinerant into the ſeveral Counties, "to iſſue out 
quo Warranto's, thereby obliging the Monks and Ecclefia- 


ſtics to produce their Titles to their ref] ve Manors and 


. Eftates, and to extort from them, on e footing of Ene 


1 M. Paris, P · _ 


28 EE» F] Willis. ; 
17 n 150 gane, I. v 50s 


125 TY 73 Aſhburn, ory te Derbbb. 
This lad He was eflſhed by an Ordination A. 1240, MS, 
ciel of the 
l ke Inſtrument of Donation i is extant in the Dean's Chartulary. 
E 2 pretended 
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pretended Deficiency, large Fines and Compoſitions, On 


theſe Occaſions, the Crown often procured very groundleſs 
and iniquitous Sentences, of which, no doubt, this was one; 
which however was ſoon reverſed, the Dean being ſpeedily 
reinſtated in his Rectory. I think it probable, that Robert 
died A. 1263, in the Beginning of the Year. _ 

From this Step of Biſhop Groſetefte, in alienating the Pre- 
bend of Aylesbury from the Deanery, ſome have imagined, 
that Roger de Weſebam, the ſhort Time he was Dean, had 
occaſioned the Biſhop ſome Trouble, by his untoward and 
mutinous Behaviour; and that the Oppoſition the Biſhop- 
had, met with from him, was the Motive and Inducement 
for his procuring him the See of Coventry, and thereby re- 
moving him, as it were, out of the Way. This is openly 
aſſerted by Mr. Wharton, who writes from Matth. Paris, 
Id a Roberto Epiſcopo factum eſt vafro conſilio, (Mr. 
Wharton. is here ſpeaking of Meſebam Advancement ta 
the Epiſcopate) « ut Ecclefiam Aileaburienſem a Decanatu 
Fincolnienſi jam vacante ſubtraheret. Decanos enim ſibi 
« jam diu recalcitrantes expertus, eorum Inſolentiam, dempta 
« ubertate nimia, reſecare voluit Ia. Biſhop Godwr ſoftens 
the Matter ſomething in his Repre entation, for he only fays, 


In hoc negotium eo ſtudiofius. Lincolnienfis incubuit, qu 


« cum conſueſſent ſæpe Decani—ex Decanatus illius ubertate 
« —contra Epiſcopum ſuum recalcitrare, vacanti jam Decana- 
*« tui decreviſſet Rectoriam Aylesburienſem ſubtrabere.” As if 
this was joint Motive. But this, perhaps, is ſaying too much. 

That Biſhop 5 diſmembered the Prebend from the 


Deanery at this Time, embracing this Opportunity of exerting 


an undoubted Right, is certain; but that this was his Motive 
for recommending the Dean to the Pope for the See of Co- 
ventry, or that he had found any ungrateful Returns from 
the Dean, or 1 diſobliging W in him, is by ng 


tt Ang): Sacr. x p. 440. 


Means 


o ROGEER DE, WESEHAM. 29 


Means apparent, neither do "Matthew's. Words imply either 


. of theſe two Things; they are theſe, Epiſcopus igitur 


Lincolniemſis, ſuum in hac parte conſequutus deſiderium, 
Eccleſiam de Ailleabiria, quam ex | multo tempare deſide- 
raverat a Decanatu Lincolnienſi (eo quod credebat Deca- 
num ex ejus ubertate cornua audaciæ aſſumentem, contra 


« Epiſcopum Lincolnienſem recalcitrare) radicitus ſequeſtrare 


A et abalienare, ſtatim et incontinenti ipſam magiſtro Ro- 
e berto de Mariſco ccontulit, Sc. [o]. All that can be col- 
lected from hence, is, as. I ſaid, that the Biſhop took this 
Opportunity of doing it; he had been deſirous of effecting 
it ex imullo tempore, Ipreſume from the Time he firſt expe- 
rienced the Diſobedience of William de Tournay; but Roger 
de Weſcham being a Perſon, he could perfectly rely upon, and 
one remarkable for the Sweetneſs of his Temper, to no- 
| thing of the Load of Obligations he had. already heapec + up- 
le ho would not divide the Preferment on his Acceſ- 
ſion, but ſuffered the Prebend and the Deanery to go toge- 
ther-to him as uſual, but, now.that he could not tell who was 
likely to be appointed Meſeham Succeflor in the Deanery, 
2 -one of the diſatecred Members. of chat turbulent 
the ſafrſt. Way he thought, was; to part the two 


| . de Kone eng bis ec waere ts pa: | 


and himſelf, to ew rs rp oe ther 1 Y 
Kliemer, And, die known, good. Qualities; inſomuch 5 1 
would; de/chighly ancharitable;7and injurious to Groſeteſte's 
great Character, to im pute his friendly Interpoſition to -14 
ether: Cauſe; and: at the ame time e ablurd to ſurmiſe, 
dat &v06: ther Bean, inf the Exceution, of Hie Office, had 


1 {ſa mai: poles [1], 
i9., given 
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Tis true he 
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given his Lordſhip the leaſt Diſguſt or Uneafinefs, a Con- 
duct ſo foreign from his Character, and ſo unnatural to him. 
Had been inſtalled, during the Conteſt betwixt 
the Biſhop and the Chapter, as before related; but it at no 
time appears, that he ever took any Patt in it, the Deans 
Name ſeldom occurring on the Occaſion, but only that of 
the Canons; and as the Quarrel began before his Time, ſo 


it proceeded, without his intermeddling, till its final Deter- 


mination by the Pope; and whereas pendente lite nothing 
could be done on either Side, the Dean had no Cauſe or 
8 05 to take a Side, or do any Act, that might diſoblige 
or give offence to the Dioceſan, his indulge nt and moſt mu- 
nificent Patron. Tis true, he went Wich the Canons to 
70 2 58 this 7 7 wh has been Sr en above, 
but that he was obliged to do e officio,” and''conl! 
mipht do it, without giving eee per 6 8 


Biffiop. This however is very certain, chat the Conjuncture 


of Time was extremely favourable to eur new Prelate ; Bi- 
ſhop Grefſete/te could ſerve him then, but ſoon after, he was 
upon ſuch bad Terms with Pope*Þmotens; that it would not 
have been in his Power to have-vbtained a Favour of ſuch 
Importance from him, in the Behalf of "any Friend. 

Biſhop Wefehan fat eleven Years,” und then reſigned his 
Biſhoprick. The Principal of his Tranſachons, during hie 
Prelacy, ſo far as now they cati be diſcovered, his Regiſter 
being long ſince loſt, as Bkewiſe ate the n f _ 


ſters at Lambeth, Site eſe: H deren tic 
A. 1245: the Pope, DHmocent IV. granted king Henry, Ill 


who was generally a great Favourite with him, all his Cha- 


ls, exempting them from the Juriſdiction of their reſpec- 
Er Ordinaries, and Jecting them immediately to the See 


of Rome pl. This was a greſs Uſurpation upon the Rights | 


Lol Rymer's eo. I. hs 
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of the ſeveral. Dioceſans; and what aggravated the Evil, 
many Churches were deſirous of including themſelves in 
this Grant, and reaping the Benefit of Exemption, that had 
no Manner of Title to them. Thus the Rectors and Ca- 
nons of St. Mary at Staff fore, St. Mary at Shrewsbury,' St. 
tb, of Tetenbal, and ſome other 


Mary Mag Halen of Bridgenor 
Pariſh Churches and Chape Is to them belonging, in the 
Dioceſe of Coventry and Lichfield, pretended to be King's 
Chapels, and under that Pretence withdrew themſelves from 


the Epiſcopal and Archidiaconal Juriſdiction. But their Plea. 


was not allowed by the Pope, for he inſtantly directed his 
Ball to Biſhop e ſeham, eſtabliſhing the 1 4 and ac- 
cuſtomed Power of the Ordinary over them [9], But this 
notwithſtanding, theſe: Collegiate Churches g in the 
Claim of Exemption, and gave the Biſhop of this Dioceſe ſo 
much Trouble, on that Account, that at length he was 
forced to compromiſe Matters with them, and by an Agree-; 
ment, in the Reign of. Edward. I, to allow of the Fm. 
ption under certain Conditions and Stipulations. The King 
aſſented to this Act, and the Churches of Derby, Patrick. 
and Wolverhampton, were Taten e it, as well as thoſe 
above-mentioned. 8 

In the ame Year, the Biſhop was joined in a Commiſion, 
by the Pope, with the Biſhop of Lincoln, Worcefter, London,” 
Wincheſter, and Nerwich, about the adjuſting and proportion-. 
ing 60060 Marks amongſt their ſeveral Sees, to he collected 
by Way of Subſidy for his Uſe. This Subſidy had been 
demanded of the Engliſb Prelates for the Pope at Lyons, be- 
fore they ſet out on their Return home, and this. Bull at- 


| waar re, ee nn * 


ls. Dean? Chartulary. 
b This is Sar 8 the 2 pa of the 


_ Engliſh Biſhops in this Council. 
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no Anſwer from theſe Delegates, the King having expreſly 
prohibited the Payment of any ſuch Tallage, the Office was 
afterwards impoſed upon the Biſhops of Norwich and Vin 
cheſter, A. 1246 [f]. The Money was to be collected from 
the Ecclefiaticks and the Religious, except the Monks of 
the Order of Clugny and Sempringham, the Templars and 
Hoſpitalers; and one Pretence for this large Exaction, no 
Doubt was, the Loſs his Holineſs had ſuſtained by the Fire, 
as mentioned above. Our Kings before time had been ſo 
weak, as to give the Popes a yearly Subſidy, under the 
Name of Peter Pence; but after King John had reſigned his 
Crovyn into the Hand of Jinbcent III. conſenting to hold it 
of him, and to become his Tributary, the Popes began to 
think of levying Money upon the Clergy of England by 
their own proper Power, without the King's Conſent, and 
contrary to the Cuſtoms, the Rights, and Liberties of che 
Church and Kingdom [al. We have a notorious Inſtance 
of this Uſurpation in the Caſe before us, which could not 
fail of proving of the moſt pernicious Conſequence, ſince it 
would infallibly open a Door for the moſt grievous Extor- 
- tions and Oppreſſions in Time to come. Tis true indeed, 
Remonſtrances were often made againſt ſuch Impoſitions, 
and the King proteſted againſt this in particular; but the 
Efforts of Oppoſition were ſo feebly made, that the Popes 
always found means to gain their Ends. | 
A. 1251. the Biſhop being ſick could not attend the 
Meeting of the Prelates of the Province at Dunſtaple [40]. 
His Lordſhip had but ſmall Enjoyment of his great Prefer- 
ments. All the Time he was Dean of Lincoln, the Biſhop 
and the Chapter were at Variance: and for the greateſt Part 
of the Time he ſat at Coventry, he laboured under a bad 
State of Health; for I am not aſſured that ever after this, 


| [7] M. "3 o 1 Ibid, 698. 
2 Ibid. p. 997 * 2 * 


he 
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he enjoyed a Conſtitution? However at this Time, in 


* of religious Notions then prevalent, he found- 


ed a Morning Maks in the Church of Edu; fort though I 


find no Notice taken of this Eſtabliſnment in the Book, in- 
tituled, Liber de Ordinat. Cuntariarum, now remaining at 


Lincoln; yet it a from an Inſtrument of his Lord(hip's | 
elſewhere [x], he effected this partly with his own 
Money, and partly with the Contribution of others, by the 
Hand of 2 Dean of Lincoln, his Sucgeßt! 
for ; and the Duty of tlie Prieſt officiating,' was, to pray, 
pro animabus Lincolnienfium, et Coventrenfium et Lich- 
« feldenſium Epiſcoporum, ac Lincolnienfis Eccleſiæ Deca- 
norum, necnon pro animabus omnium fidelium defunc- 
„ torum. By which he included for the Enjoyment: of 
theſe e ſpiritual Benefits, not only himſelf in - "= 
double Ca — —— + | 
but alſo bis two great Friends, Biſhop Grofſetefte and a 
Lexington ; and the latter, as it proved in the Event, in a 
twofold Reſpect, both as Dean and as of Linraln. 

A. 1252, continuing ſtill ſick, he was abſent from an Aſſ 


ſembly of the Prelates n by the 3 3 


to the King [y]. 
In the be Year he cauſed: a parochial Viſitation of his 


Dioceſe to be made; and the Articles of Enquiry grounded 
| upon: thaſe of Biſhop! Groſetefter:for his Dioceſe bf Tauts, 
may be ſeen i in the Annals of Burton LL call this a par- 
ochial Viſitation, becauſe it is ſaid to be after the —_—_ 
of . Biſhop Groſſeigſte, who viſited his Dioceſe 
perſonally [a]. But, yet I Ar Biſhop'Weſeham did Jae 1 
in Perſon, 2 State öf Bis Health not Fate Rs, 564311 67 
lib tot Fr 1919 2039 1o anioo [uf 
ban Dean's Chartularys.3 in Wer where th In lnftrument is 4 
at Brenwode, wi Ad. Febr. A? jW. CCW L. 0541 Mt 40 9s 
DOD M. Paris, 849. [Z] Annal. Burton, p. 317. 2 gd to Ca 


2 0 M. Paris, p. 815. Auel Sacr. II. p. 347. 
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religious Houſes were na Way concerned in them; and 


. Whether any Witchcraft or Sorcery fe) was praiſed 178 


3 M EMO IRS OFT HE LITER 
It appears from the Nature of theſe Enquiries, that the 


moreover;. that though the Interrogatoties of ' Biſhop Graft 
zeſle,” A. 1236, were in Fact the Groundwork of theſe ; 
ſeveral Articles were added to them by Biſhop: V Jehans, bs 
Conſequence of the Legatine Conſtitutions of Ofho, A. 1237. 
But as theſe; Points or Heads of Enquiry diſcover. to us. 
much of the 3 and Condition r Chu _—_ . 
Time, it would not p be di = ſhou e 
bit a Copy. as them: Ee K en 7705 7 Da 


I, Concerning cho Life and Converſation of the Archdeacon 
Le band his Family. 

2. of the Real Deans; How. they: behave in their ſeveral 
' Offices. 8 Ire 

Whether an Layman farmed Redtory, x or was 

1 ſeſſed 0 Tythes. ny SO 

4. Whether any Rectors, e Chaplains of an kind, or 
others inveſted. with Holy, Orders, nee ty of . 
continence, and with whom. Nis! g 


the Pariſhes. 13 03 
6. Whether any of the Beneficed Clergy, or Men i in Orders, 
were married Id. 
7. Whether any Clerks fequentd 0 the Nunneries, withaos;- 
2 üble N We | 


1 222 


a 1 FR Biſhop ad not viſit him, we 5 ere his . 
er Vicar General, did it for him. 5 
Le] Sortilegia, which, to take in the whole Senſe, 1 1 bare rendered 
Witcheraft or Sorcery. 17 
[4] Some of the Clergy, it 5 0 were married, thou a Tad ; 

againſt, the Canons. Vide Matth. Paris, p. 452. it was 4 


el the firſt projecting of it, that the Roman * _ get the Cal 


| bacy of the Clergy fully eſtabliſhed. 


8. Whether | 
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8. Whether any! Cler in Holy Orders kept any. Woman 

that was his Nelation, or any other, in Bis Family, 

from whence there aroſe: any evil Suſpicion e. 
9 | Whether any Clerks, or Chaplains, were Frequenters of 
Alehouſes f , Chapmen Sl. rere; * or 
ee to Markets [] in indecent Habits. 

o. Whether! Chaplains ordained by other 3 are im- 

powered to celebrate Divine Offices without the. Bi- 
ſhop's Licenſe, and' by whom they are ſo impowered. 

. eee Mean are any where a on the Lord's 


7 
E 1 rt 


3 DN reſt © ebay or caniſter other 


Sacraments, which are only . tp:Feefts(/ . 
213. EDS the Rectors and Vicars were reſident. | 
14. Whether any Clerk keeps in his Hbuſe the — 
of any Prieſt, or Clerk, or Layman. 
28 51 Whether che Churches vrere dedicated Ibu, I 
16. Whether any had prucured their Beneficesifimoniacally. 
17. Whether any Chapel had been rebuilt, and whether 
-: Aud had obtained any Right or Pledge more 
than had been originally granted to it {4}; /:. 
6 ee Vidary make thenaſe] mſelves Nectors, * Vice 
ver ſa f 2811 L218 nt 3q% 
19. Wis any by means af a kay Leaſe, make them- 
ſelves Recke. or 1 or tlie real Poſſeſſors 0 any 


Tythes [n]. 


44 8 
6 ä 2 W 1 
Equi about the Matter of Concu inage, 915 . — P- * e 


the Article below. ee eee 4 8858 


egotiatores. DL] Exercentes mercata 5 


1 


ah; Conſtitution of Othe, A. 14 37 I id 
1 C7 7336 el $A& 627 1. 11 } 
[4] It ſometimes happened that theſe Clapds 1 2 P05 : 


on ſuch Qccafions,: ſes du Proteſt of the Dean of Lincoln Proctor, in the 
2 Brampton, below. .noogd * 2 2 


I This Article is partly explained by the next. | 
200A. Prris, p. 450. 


Ta 20. Whether 
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o. Whether any Rectory or Vicarage is let to Farm [)- 


| prop Whether any act as Rectors or Vicars, who are not in- 


ſtituted by the Biſhop, or by ſome e W au- 
fthorized for that Purpoſe. 
22. Whether any Co] make Agreement Inkche their Prieſts 
[7]. that, beſides their certain Stipends [9], they ſhould. 
receive from another; Anniverſaries or Trentals. 


"23. aeg ass Lend d de Gies be Smeg of 


the Church, be let in Farm to Laymen [r. 
24. Whether any Rent aſſigned to Lights, or other certain 
Purpoſes of the Church, are converted to dhe Uſe of 
the Rectors. 100 121 no e t 
25. Whether the Wimmer are taxed bythe Biſhop: [5]- 
26. Whether the Pariſhioners are any where compelled, after 
___ the Maſs on Egfeer Day, to pen and take _ Com- 
munion. 95 
8 Whether any Prieſt extorts e for ne! or for 
the other Sacraments, 0 quan yon nne rank in- 
joined [T]). 113 49 2007 


"28.\Whizher the Chorches are; ſerved by honeſt Clerks, a- 


cording to their Ability [z]. 


a9. Whether Markets, or 2 or ſecular Count,. are 


re in Akred Places 1 


440” 


FI ' | a 1710 24 00 21 
= V. infra Ne 23. —— 27. e He means Cheplaias. 
[p] Rectors or Vicars. 

[9] For flipendia certo, I read here, Aipendia certa. 
Ir] M. 2 p. 450. 
[5] This relates © Vale, by which- Ten and Firſt:Fruity were- 


DIM. M. Paris, p. 449, 450. This Was ſometimes the- Contequenc of; 
SERA. r I VE 7 + ee 


Abel „Tune it relates to the Number of the Chaplains: er Af 


yy Becauſe they were fometimes-held in Church-yards core con-- 
trary to Canon. 2 | 1 N 2 


. + 48 
8 3 : * . 


"gh, Whither: 


arena —ů— — — 2 
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30. Whether the Church yards are every where fenced, and 
the Churches decently built and adorned, and the Holy 
Veſſels are properly kept. 

31. Whether the Canon of the Maſs be perfectly correct. 
bert Whether the Hoſt be every where carried to the Sick 
with proper Reverence, and is kept as it ought [x]. 

45 Whether any Prieſt be negligent in viſiting the Sick. 
34. Whether any Chaplain; or other, converts the CO 


35.0 to ſecular Uſes, - 7 
3 » ether Adulteries, or other notorious Crimes, are 
any where to be corrected [&]. 7 1 


About this Time, for it was certainly didbes'; A. 12 55s 
0 appearing from the Eſtabliſhment of the Church of 
Lechhale then, which will be mentioned below, that theſe 
Prebends were already ſettled) he founded the two Prebends 
of Ruiton” and Bobenhul [a], both in the County of Mar- 
vic; as likewiſe the third of Bolton in Liancaſhrre; annexed. 
to the Archdeaconry of Cheſter [5]. For this Purpoſe, as 
I conceive, nothing further was neceſſary than the Biſhop's: 
on Act, he being both Patron and Ordinary, confirmed 
under the Seal of the Chapter. The Rector of Bolton being 
then alive, this Ordination did not take Place, as to Bolton, 
till his Succeſſor, Roger de-Meyland's Time, who confirmed 
it, on the Death of the ſaid Rector ſel. 

| Ruiton conſiſts of the Impropriation and Alen of 
that Donative her a ooh Is JO the e ay ory 


. ; "216 (x7 
7 l. a Yecghtt Pix: oak 0! — I) 117 
y The: Chriſm, ſays Mr. Pane ay 72 Ger of ou an) 
alam, bleſſed hy the Biſhop, to be uſed in Baptiſm. . | 
Wes, | Annal. Burton, p. 317. | 
fa] Thomas Cheſterfield; ubi male - Rintour: wits AY theſe 


Prebends to have been founded about 1245: before. the Biſhop was well! 


warm in his Throne. [s] Ibid, eee e 
be] Ibid, bee all en 171. 8 a 


* — 


Archdeacom 
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Archdeacon of Coventry, and not under that. of the Dean 
and Chapter. A Liſt of the Incumbents is exhibited by 
Willis, down to Jobn Maſſon incluſive, who was the famous 
Chronologer, and was admitted July 8, 1721, on Whoſe 
Death, - Matthew  Pulkington,. LL. B. the learned Author of 
the Evangelical Hiftory — Harm and ſome other Works, 
was admitted 4 March, 1747. 
The Prebend of Bobenbul, was endowed with. the Impro- 
priation and Advowion of that Pariſh, which is under the 
zmmediate Juriſdiction of the Biſhop - of the Dioceſe ; and 
the Incumbents after Samuel Sturges, whe. ſtands the laſt in 
Willis, run thus, | 

. Matthew: Horbery, M. A. now D. D. a Perſon of great 
Worth and Learning, and well known to the World by his 
excellent Theological Bammngen, admitted 39 Jah, 736. 
On his Reſignation, 

Nutbanael Sturges. M. A. was admitted 7 Dec, 17 39. os. 

Jen Milliaus, M. As admitted 15 Dec. ee on 
whole Death, 

Samuel Page,. M. A. Was: admitted, "a9 05. 17 57. 


l It may be proper to nta, now we are on the Subject 
of Foundations, chat Biſhop Godwin having ſaid he. had 
read, that Roger, Biſhop 5 Lichfield, was the original 
Founder of che College, Priory, or | Hoſpital of St. n 
Baptiſt at Lichfield. [4]; Bichop Tanner thereupon Remarks, 
« That it does not appear which Roger it was; but he ra- 

<« ther chuſes to aſcribe it to one of the Roger's | in the Time 
« of King Henry III. than to Roger Clinton in King Ste- 
=: bers; by which there is an Intimation "that Roger de 
Meſeham might poſſibly be the Author of this Foundation. 
* let us not do Four $0 Biſhop We - ad 5 e at 


155 Bibop Godwin, p. 78 = 0 Tamer, Notita . Ses. 
the 
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the Expence-of others, ſince it is clear, that this Houſe was 
eſtabliſned before he was placed in the See, according to 


Whitehcke 3 who, ſpeaking of the Affairs | of Biſhop Sta- 


vensby that died A. 1238. has theſe Words, e Burtona iſtis 
diebus annectitur Colegio D. in Lithefeldia . 
wherefore if the Houſe was founded by any Roper, it muſt. 


be by Roger Clinton, long before Henry III. s Time 


In prot 1253 the Bifhop was not preſent at the” 5 
liament; by Resten of the bad State of his Health, pro 
«- Ceftrenſ autem abſente, ſays M. Paris, valetudo namiſela 
„ allegavit F]. I imagine he had been for ſome time 
firuck with the Palſy, the Expreffion of the fame Author, 
where he ſpeaks of his Death, ſeeming to imply as much, 
4 diuturns infirmitate, ſcilicet Paralyſi, excoctus [g].” 
However, in July this Year, he was ſo infirm, that an 

Act was then performed for him by a Suffragan; but the 
Inſtrument J learn this from, is ſo momentous in Reſpect 
of the late Cauſe concerning the Patronage of the perpetaal 
Curacy of Brampton (2, in in this Dioceſe, and the County, 

of Derby, that I ſhall here inſert it. 

e Memorandum quod Craſtino 8. Magaretæ Virginis 
« Anno Dni Me CC LIE. in Dedicatione © Capellæ de 
«© Brampton adjacentis [i] Eccleſiæ de Ceſterfeld eodem die 
. « facta per 00 Brendan. Ardachadenſem [E] Epiſco- 
“ pum Venerabilis Patris Rogers Coventrenſ. ac Li Epiſeopi 


7 e n p. 571. omits him among the Prelates. 
then attending. Ig] M. Paris, p. 953. 

[5] The Conteſt was between John -Bowman, the Dean 4 Lincoln's' 
Clerk, and the Pariſhioners, who claimed a Right of Nomination. of 
the Verdict went in Favour of the Dean, A. 1758. at Derby Aﬀizes, 

and a Decree iſſued thereupon in the Court of Exchequer. 

{5} The Senſe of this Word, and of adjectionis below, is that of 25 
$eregining, or belonging to, as is evident from what follows, 4 Cum pr 

fata Capella———pertineat:”. - A Note LJ. 

[4] 0 of Ardefert i in Ireland. Sir James Ware, n. 860. 
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There was a Chapel at Brampton before, to wit, A. D. 


Le] Dean of Lincoln Chartulary, in the Archives at Lincoln, Fol. . 
b. which was ready to have been produced at the Trial, had there been 

Ie] Another Inſtrument in the Dean's Chartulary of that Year. *Tis - 
faid there is an Inſcription on one of the Walls, importing the Erection of 
it, A. 1155. but I queſtion whether there was not a Fabric of ſome ſort- 
even before then, for in the Approbation of the great Rectories to the 
Church of Lincoln, by Milliam Rufus, the King gives alſo, “ Capella 
e quæ ſunt; in Berewyc, que. adjacent prædictis quatuor maneriis, id eſt, 
* KRectoriis; Brampton was probably one. ds 10 een e, 

b e * Cheſterfield, © 
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| Cheſterfield. The Dean of Einculn r Rights, as Rector of 


Cheſterfield, being reſerved and acknowledged, not only by 
the Appeal of his Proctor Which is here admitted; but the 
Conſent of the two Chaplainb of Brumpton, given under 
their Setls! This Matter paſſed before the Exiſtence of any 
Vicar at Cher uli concerning whom, and whoſe Rights; 


no Notice àt all is taken; ſo that the Curacy, or Chapelry of 


Brampion; is bldeti than the Vicarage | of .Chefterfield's the 
firſt mention I Have ever: found" of the Vicar of 'Chefterfield 
18. A2 98: And, I conceive; i he was firſt ordained A. 1268, 
min Purſuante of the''Etgatine: Conſtitution of Qrhobon;: that 
Year; for lie- Airected, I hat the Ciſtericaus, and all otbers, 
% who have Churches for their own Uſe, ifi Vicars have 
© ft been placed with thenig go within ſi Month pre- 
eſſento MN tothe Dioceſans ho ate td inſtitutt 
<£hent T. b e ni hnudt d vat fed 
(151 1 


254. his/Lordſhip was ſo well recovered of his 
Parliament; for M! Paris ſays, all the Biſhops were: thers; 
except the- Archbiſhops of Camerburyraiid Nun, and 

Biſhops of Dune and Barb. But Eiuſpect the Hiſtorian 
Has Gmitted mentioning Coventry's Name! among the E 
ceptions, on: Aecoùnt of bis known Inabillity- ta attend. 
7 Febr. 1254. William de Manceter; Dean of Lzchjfield; 
died, and Ralph d iSempingham; or Sempringhain, Was- clect- 
ed un his RO What Share Bihop Hu had in 


kchis I ranſdctib otherwiſe than by appròving and:confirms. 
iug Dean Senpingbum, is not known z but this Eventi Was 
too important to paſsuiunnoticed, as like wiſe was the next, 


when | | L 


[ 7] J8fafdr's Celfebt 8h UR Fcſeflaſtical Laws, A 1266. dat 


nn [{4,, 4 bompageGhaſterheld i Eee d Ren e ee 
„2 GT Ron 
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8 


, 
—— — 8 
ms $ n — —— . — 


O02 RAE IR bits REA PETE aan”. re rg? 
2 * „ 2 Y 2 "5 


44 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE. 


A. D. 1255. the Monks of Cxventry, and the Canons of 
Lichfield, came to an Agreement, and confirmed it by their 


Hands and Seals, that, in all future Elections of Biſhops .by 


the two Chapters, the Number of Votes from each Place 
ſnould be equal, though the Numbet of the Members of 
the two Chapters ſhould happen to be different [s]. This 
was a wiſe and ent Meaſure, and well calculated for 
the Prevention of thoſe Animoſities, which for ſuch a long 
Series of Vears had exerciſed and harraſſed theſe Electors. 
There was a Parliament again in April this Vear, and we 
are tacitly given to underſtand the Biſhop was preſent; by 
his Abſence not being ſpecified. But ſee the Remark above 
in the Vear 12 CCC 
However, the rrrg regulated this Vear the Eſtate of 
his Church of Lichſeld, an ample Account of Which eſta- 
bliſhment may be found in the Monafticon [7]: This was 
done at the Requeſt of the Dean and Chapter, and confirm- 
ed by the Prior and Convent of Coventry. The Biſhop 
figned at Heywode, one of his Palaces, the 3 ft of Auguſt ; 
bat Archbiſhop Banrface did not confirm the Act till 12 
För. 1259. however that happened, which was after Bi- 
ſhop Meſelums Death, His Lordſhip confirmed, on this 
Occaſion, the Conſtitutions of Hugh de Nonant, one of his 
Predeceflors, concerning the Reſidence of the Canons of 
Lichpeld, and certain other Mayors relating to them []. 
This Year alſo a Precept came to him from the Dean of 
Lincoln, the Pope's Commiſſary in that Behalf, to cauſe 
Publication to made of the Bull for excommunicating 

the Contraveners of Magna Charta, and Charta de Foreſta 
1 Thomas Cheſt A t] Dugd. III. p. a 
8 2 2 CLIO Feen Tl 

(w] Annal. Burton, p. 332. and fee Dr. Blackſtone's Introduction, 
p. viii. 1 | 


At 
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At laſt; being grown very old [&, and ſo very Paralyt 
that he was 2 Ci eo ue — Func- - 
tions (you obſerve that for ſome time he had been forced to 
employ « Coadjutor or Suffragan) he obtained Leave of Pope 
Hexander IV. to diveſt himſelf of his See by Cemion, which 
he * in the" Preſence. of Henry d Lruington, Biſh6p. of 

[3 ],*ddegated by the Pope for that Purpoſe, at his 

1 ace of dean, "about st. Nicolas's - Day 1256 

x5 eM A CHLOE. THO ey BK 1 BA 

* Miles confounds his Refigadtion wh his Death 

umhen he fays Biſhop VV bam died X. 2256 Lol. His Death 
will: be mentioned” Steaftes. "1" lo Debfler 2 

Phe Cuſtom; ori theſe! Occaſions; Was; to abs a Proc 
ous 6 for the Cedent, out of the Revenues of the See 5 for 

nothing was reſerved for Walter Mauekrk, Biſhop of Car- 

Hie when he tefigtted his Billiopric {5}, it Was becauſe he 
I the Order of the -Dominiedy F — wh ee 
Mendicants,” he was ificapable of enjoying 
othet Caſes, 1 prefime,” it was al ways done, x. e 
for Biſhop W9 am, as I underſtatd by ords in the 
Annals of Burton: „ Proviſo — prius eidem, ut de- 
« cebat, de Domini Regis aſſenſu et Iicentia ſpeciali, Be- 


ee neficio compet TRE And ſo the Additions to the 
Hiſtory ef Lich tus eſt Penſions ex Epibopa 
tel Godwin. ©... [3] Mir Wharigys "rk 8 55 


of Lincoln. He had been Dean, 8 at this Time Bi | 

[Lz] St. Nicolas“ s Day is 6 Decembe and this is the Account in in 
Monaſticon, and in Thomas de Cheſterfield; but he Annals of 8 
299. and 366. fix it preeiſely to 4 December. I. Paris differs a AY 


when he ſays it was upon All Saints. | 3 
Ta] Wikes, p. 50. [5] Wood's Hiſt, Ani I. p· 6h. 8 
ee Burton, p. 366. 1 . | 

Ang). Sacr. I. p. 4%, e ene r won 
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Whatthis Previſion conſiſted of, is not ſpecifically n 
A amounted to an annual Incomę of 300 Marks. 
le Ka. And tis certain, that the Biſhop continued. at Brewode 

his Death, and died there, which, makes it a e 
3 that) that Manor an particular was; afligned 


for,. Lobſerve, that when Nicolas de Fernham,, Biſhop _ 


Dareſme,! \ above-mentioned, reſigned this Biſhopric, A „5. 
1249. no leſs than three Manors were allotted to 9 . m. [F] 
and the Abbat of pur r on bis Ceſſion, I I find, had 
one inftated upon him AN 
It may be proper to note. . chat the been Coveny, 
try at this Time, reſided chiefly at;Heywade, . or 2d ano 
ſome other of ctheir--Manors,, and not at Eccle/bal, tho 
this Caſtle-had been embattled as early as the Vear 7 
and further, that the Ceſſions of our Prelates, both 
Biſhops and, Abbats, through bodily Infirmities, or "Mot 
were at this Time very frequent. 22 2500.9 
Reger de Meyland, upon upon the Ceſſion ©! f Biſhop 1 ele 
| wil elected to ſucceed. 3 and was actually po by, 
both Chapters 3 1 January 1256-7 [7], which was as ſoon 
as well could be; he was conſecrated 10 e 1257[4]; 
and Biſhop Ve oſeham departed; this Life ſoon af 99905 on 


Sunday, NN 20 — 1 J. He was buried at Lichfield under jan 


Oratory; of Wood, \qppoſite to. Canon 223 Tomb 15 


A Dr. Richardſon from Pat. 40 Hen. III. 

1 1710 a Ft 759. 

bi 1. Talker de Whytleſey, p. 128, 7 5 | x 5 
75 III. p p- 2 f. 54 * 5 _ {7 
+ 1 8 de Cheſterfield But ſome brag CY 22 ee 1 1 


— 


on 
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on Treſday, 22 May fn], Hu Archbiſhap of Dublin, be- 
ing preſent, and performing the Office 0% and was the 
— Prelate intombed in the Cathedral © eee. 11 
1 95 V! 4 qo A vg J 5515100 2 arf £! . 437; 
2" Wiidencs enough” has een offerediin the foregoing, Me- 
moriats! to eftablil] the Biſhop's/Charattet:ino the: Wor 
0 But to gain a full and perfect Idea of his 
rit, we ought likewiſe to examine in Hat Manner he — 
miniſtered is Pattonage, which cannot better be: done than 
by briefly enquiting, Who, andi what Kind of Perſons! they 
were, whom he was, pleaſed tu ſpromdte to Fon Waere 
ments. in his Church. .. 1 fn nov li 
His Lordfhip fat. but eleven Years; that we cannot! ex- 
"hs any Redundancy of Matter here ; and another Misfor- 
tune is, V hat the Archives at Lichſeld are lamentably defir 
cient in theſe early” Times, as will appear from the e | 
curſory Inſpection of Browne Milli. The Biſhop's: 
Regiſter is entirely loſt; but this is the leſs to be . 
here, becauſe the carr of, Gerry, were no n Patrons 
out of the Cathedral. 13 Uli a 5% 119 101 
13  norvithitanding i theſe; powerful, Diſcou uragements, , 
| ſomethin „I hope; may bal peach to his Honour in regard 
w his filling the Stall? 1 
Ralpb de Chadaiſden ¶ p], a Profs of Eininence,, occurs 
T reaſurer' of Lichſield, but that he was brought in by our 
Prelate is not abſolutely certain; however I incline to be- 
lieve ſo, by Reaſon that we hear no more of his Predeceflor 
after 1248. Ralph was a Benefactor to the Fabric of the 
Church 171 and is thought by Vi lis to be interred i in ne 


(#] Monaſticon. Annal. Burton, p. 386. yet ME. Wharton fays 24 

ay. lo] Annal. Burton. 

LD] This is his true Name, from the Village ſo called in Derbyſhire, 
and not Chadſton, or Chaddeſton, as Willis, F 409. See him, g. 378. 


Wau I. p. 378. 
ek f. We 
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We labour under tlie like Uncertainty in 3 to Ri- 
cbard de Mepbam, Archdeacon of d, A. 1259. as his 
Predeceſſor was A. 1244. from whence 'tis probable, tho 
not certain, he was collated by Biſhop Weſeham. One 
_— judge him to have been a Kaub Man, there being 
A ' Pariſh of the fame Name in that County. However 
+ was afterwards conſiderably advanced, being Archdeacon 
of Oxford A. 1263 fr. — made Dean of Lincoln A. 
1272 5]. 'two' Poſts which had been filled by Biſhop He/e- 
bam himſelf. Richard had been emmy to the Grey 
_ Friars at Oxford, or their firſt ſettling there [T], and the 
Character given him in the Chronicle of 2 ny, is this, 
« Vir confili et mapne Literature [u] He is ſuppoſed 
to have died at the frond 'Geaerab Council of Lyons A, 


12 4. Fe | 12 1811. 
"We en enter now upon 1 formethin beter end 22 4 
Rafng. or er Beete, 1⁰ called ng b the Place of his Nati- 
vity in FHampphire, was a very extraordinary Perſon; He 
not only ſtudied at Oxford and Paris, according to the Cuts 
tom of this Age, but alſo went to Athens [u], a Step. very 
uncommon for Scholars of our Nation at this Time to take. 
At Athens he heard the famous Lady Conftantina,. of whom 
M. Paris ſpeaks ſuch great Things [x] ; and Jam Leland 
collects from this very particular, that the City of Athens 
muſt neceſfarily have been at that Time moſt flouriſhing 'in 
Science: An non credibile eſt, ſays he, mature ztatis 


* * Pripceplotes illi . e ee wht i bebe 


f= Wood Hit. L p. 70. 

{s] Ibid. Willis ſays, 1273. 

[:] Wood Hiſt. I. p. 70. f 

[«] Ibid, | ; 
- [40] Leland in Tanner's Biblioth. IO | 

[x] M. Paris, p. 835. who alſo ſays he was 5 Daughter of the Arch- 
biſhop of Athens. | 


_ _ . 
» 4 


E e Gnas, 


_ 


_« [=}.” And ſo, ſpeaking; of 


o ROGER DE WESEHAM. 4x 
* Conflantinam, nobilem Fœminam, vix annos viginti na- 
tam, de penitioribus operoſæ Naturæ Cauſis diſputantern 
magna cum autoritate audivit [y]-”- An Inference by na 


Means abſurd, fince; as M. Paris teſties, Hic 
« Jabummes intimaverat Epiſcopo Lincolnien/i Roberts [Grofle- 


*. e ape mes quando ſtuduit £hents, viderat et audierat ab 


itis Græcurum Doctoribus, quedam Latinit inegmta 
Julm and Conflantina, he ſays, 
Et quicquid boni ſeiuit in Scientia, ut ſæpe aſſeruit, licet 


1 Parifiis diu ſtuduiſſet, et legiſſet, ab e mendicaverat. 


However, from Athens, our inquiſitive and ſtudious Travel 
ler imported into his: own Rn, u . mee 
Manuſcripts []. 
It is remark b „ Poris, that Rg firſtbrough 
1 and: taught them to his Acquaintance 
*. c we muſt have been very low here in Greek 
when our beſt and deepeſt Scholars were igno- 
rant even of the Method of Reckoning, as practiſed by that 
Nation. This, however, is a remarkable Sa e 
1 of the Engliſi Literature, being a moſt laudable,, 
no very ſucceſsful Attempt, towards the Reviving: of 
E Learning amongſt us, after: it had lain ſo long in a. 
and lend State, as ſince the Age of Theodore, Arch- 
of Canterbury. But this is a. Topic, only: touched- 


8 ö — —— 


ſelf in the intended Life of Biſhop G of conſidering 
this Point with more Attention, and of drawing out fuc 
Particulars as can be collected about it, with: more Bad- 


; neſs. 


Groſſftete tranſlated the Teſtaments of the twelve 


N out of Greek into Latin, being told of te Book. 


91 Laland in r Wy M. Paris, p. 635. 
| fs] Leland in Tanner. | bt M. Wen + 


- 
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by John de | Bafing, upon whoſe Information, the Biſhop 
ſent to Greece for it, and btained it. M. Paris intimates, 
that this Work had been 3 or ſecreted by the Ferws; 


on Account of tlie open and manifeſt Propheties contained 
in it relating to our Saviour: I ſhall recite his Words, be- 


cauſe they want mending.· Teſtamenta quæ conſtat eſſe de 


«ſubſtantia Brbkothece,: 1. ap ſed per invidiam Judæo- 


trum dudum fuiſſe abſcondita, propter manifeſtas, que! in 


ee jiſdem patent, de Chriſto Pro ctw 10 He; fancied; if 
I have rightly corrected him, that the Teſtaments had for? 
merly been Parcel of the original Hebreav Scriptures, and 
were concealed whilſt they continued in an untranſlated 
State; for it muſt have been out of the Power of the Fews; 
after a Greet Verſion was once made, to have kept them 
private to themſelves. But this was never the Caſe, for: add 
cording to the Opinion of a very competent Judge [a), they 
were not ſo much as written in W ee though Dr. 
Grabe thinks they were ke ) £1519 2167 

- Matthew Paris pretends, the Teftaments were unknown 


to: the Chriſtians in the Time of St. Hierom, Neo tem- 


t pote ibeati Hieromymi, vel alicujus Sancti Intenpretis, ad 
cc notitiam Cbriſtianorum machinanteJudzorum antiquorum 
<. malitia) potuit quomodolibet devenire VJ. But: this is 
a Miſtake, for this groſs Piece of Forgery is older than; Ori- 


gen, and was probably compoſed in the ſecond Century, 


or the Cloſe of the: firſt g]. M. I h. 1 S007 08,21) 

Some have thought the Greek Text of this Book, Was a2 
Tranſlation made by John: Chryſoſtom from an Hebreai Origis 
nal ; but the Grounds for this arm are not Mrs _ 


@ppart l l. 05 
[c] M. Paris, p. "EW See alſo, Oh pa ped © 19 TELL ot 
[4] Fabricius Cod. Pſeudepigr. V. T. II. p. 759 
le] Grabii Spitilegium I. p. 1 5 143. i bel F 
{/] M. Paris, p. 597. ſe] Grabe, Pp. 131. ſeq. Fabrteds 38 


D Tanner Biblioth. p. 348. and ſee what is ſaid above of its not be- 
ing originally compoſed in Hebrew, 


5 But 


* 
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But to return' now to Joln 45 Bag he was p 
- known to M. Paris li who gives him this 


plied Character, <« Vir quidem in trivio et quadeinio ex- 


petientiſſimus, Græcis ac Latinis literis — > cradi- 
«tus [4]. By Trivium, in the I 
were meant Grammar, Logic, and 


drivium, Arithmetic, Muſic, Geometry, ITE 2 


were uſually denoted; theſe altogether were ſtiled the 1 
Liberal Sciences, 

On his Arrival in England from his: Travels, Fe was re- 
ceived by the Learned with great Marks of Diſtinction. 
Bate and Pits fay; he was Archdeacon of Londen firſt, then 
of Leiceſter. The former does not appear, but he was poſ- 


fled of the latter Dignity, A. 1238 IJ, whereupon Leland 


D to e Ego factum 'crediderim- liberalitate - Roberts 
| e . Epiſcopi Linden, qui Bęſngum arcta Fami- 
e Ijaritate Nis, utpote 9 — Grecz Linguæ 
ce peritum.“ No Doubt he obtained the Preferment from 
Biſhop Groſetefte, who very probably made uſe of his Aſſiſt- 
ance in perfecting himſelf in the Greet Tongue, as likewiſe 


in tranſlating the Teftaments ; but in this latter Undertak- 


ing, he moreover had the Help of Mulas the Greek In pp 
A. 1241. being then Archdeacon of Leiceſe er, F de 
Baſing - ah employed by Biſhop Grafetefte, along with il. 
ham, Archdeacon of Huntingdon, to carry a Meſſage from 
is Lordſhip to the King, then in Wales} about the Col- 


lation of Simon de London, to the great Prebend of Tame, 


in the Church of Lincoln, and to expoſtulate the Matter 
With his Highneſs, who was diſpoſed to favour: ubm Manſel, 


his Chaplain, Who, under the TON THe and the 


i] M. Par, p, Bala 2 4H 77 1 mid. KN £43 

IA W od, (5 L cu ce. 

{n] M. Fark, p. 597- 5 7; Ruf 2s 253 
£8 4. tn Fn : 7. K 44 FE ad. 
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22406 „ wis _£ 0 » SY, in 4 ; 
-olour of the Papal Proyifion, had taken violent Poſſeſſion 


= 


« ' don, he ſays, had this Prebend given him about 1 241. by the Biſhop, 
„ but the " gave it to John Manſel, and he held.it 1241. Vide 


deacon: 
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deacon of Cheſter [s]; the Honour of Which Preferment cin- 


* 


ce diaconus Ceſtrenſis. Archidiaconus etiam Ceſtrenfis a Baleo 


not be better expreſled than in the Words 6f v illiam Whithch, 
on « Infigniores) Viri Archidiaconatu ( Ceftrice fern r ſunt Donati, 


« dictüs, qui fackus Linch hi 
« ſcribitur faifſe Fohaniits Baſngiiii vir in trivio, et quadrivio 


« ad plenum eruditus, ut Pariſienſis verbis utar; circa Ahnum 


« ſalutis 12 50, t]- et Ricaridus Pitzr auf, ſeu Filius Radulphi, 


c (Q reg A idiaconus per Regem Edivardum III er- : 
* fe 


ſt 'Lichfeld&fi Hecanus, ad extremum Arm- 
© chamus rchiepiſcopus,” o ni Rterarüt genere floruit.” Ut 


1. infinitos alios 6mittarn ; noſtra fere memoria Eximii * 


2. . Cuthbertus * 25 nftallus 


* P. Fohannes Veſey, alias e 2 e 


Per * 
% Archidiacen 0 conatum 75 altio { 18 #2097 0M, Pol- 


bf tremus D. Gulieimu Knight, Juris Cxfarei Profeſot, 1 
"ec Domo Capitulari Tafel Archidiaconus Ceftrenfis inſt 
« latus eſt Anno MDLII Ia.“ 

He held | ons E alon wb with that of Laie 


L. 1 ern, bh 


. Bag s apts Wa the Leh VEE: . 
un bt was a noble Atchievement at that Day, tas 


; been already mentioned. : 
He puliſhed another Piece, * Quod ab Athenienfibus 8 
70 On = _tfays Matth. Parts [x], by which it Freed ſeem 


LIFTS. C3 br 


Ty The Author does not apprehend it was the Cuſtom at this Ti for 
the Crown to diſpoſe of a Benckice, on the Fromotion of the 8 Incum- 


dent to a Biſhoprie. N 5 


t] This is ory lax. 
1 cra, I. p. 457. 
Fw] Willis, II. p. 112. 7 
II M. Paris, Le © 


wot 
— 


MAHA? 1 
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to be a Tranſlation [9]; the Subject was De Concordia 
Evangeliorum, I preſume a kind of Harmony (I, which 
began, Omnia tempus babent et ſuis. The reſt of, bis literary 
Performances may be ſeen in Biſhop Tanner 3 . Bibliotheca, 
; wherefore I ſhall only add, that M. Parts. very ſolemniy la- 
2 his Death, Ficeming, it 2 public Lots; it; happened 
A, 485 %. 
On > 4 Death of. this 8 and moſt accompliſhed 
Perſon Fohn,de Bang, - Adam. 7 or Stafford, was ap- 
pointed Archdeacon ws Cheſter by our Prelate. His Name 
is not inſerted by Milliam Whithcke, among thoſe Men of 
Eminence that Bad enjoyed this Dignity, but he held it 
-Mmany Years, being in Poſſefſion of it As. 1271. and 1280. 
In his Time the Rectory. of Bolton became. vacant, which 
Biſhop Weſcham had e annexed to this Archdeaconry, 
and r accordingly given and confirmed. to him by Biſhop | 
| _ Me n 
The "x to be next mentioned i is Peter + Radur [3], 
who was made Archdeacon of Salpp, by Biſhop Weſeham, on 
the Death of Alexander de Swerford, 0 12 3 We dont 
find much recorded of this Dignitary, but in 1264. he occurs 
Frebendary of the Golden Prebend of Hereford, entituled 
- Epiſcopi, or Penitentiarii, which whoſoever enjoys, is a Ca- 
non de Jure. The Office of this Prebendary was, to be the 
Biſhop's Confeſſor, plainly ſhewing the Importance of the 
Poſt, and the Opinion Peter de Equeblank, then Biſhop of 
that Dioceſe, had conceived of the Abilites of this Church 


. Man. 


[5] 8 tamen Evangeliorum haud tranſtuliſte dicitur. Tanngr. 
Lz] M. Paris, I. c. 
fa] Willis indeed repreſents it, as if Meyland was the Prelate that an- 
nexed this Rectory to the Archdeaconry ; but the Caſe was as I have. here: 
put it, Meyland only confirming the Act of his Fee n 
- + [4] Rodenor. WhitlockeQ. 


5 : | Some: 
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some Years after this, to wit, A. D. 1269, or 1270, 


PF 


Peter uitted bis Archdeaconry, for the Chanellorſhip le] of 


e 
was a Benefuctor [4], to the Cathedral of Lichfald | 
where he Was butied A. 127 W 

' Biſhop Meſebam appoin ad 2 4 Kilkenny [4 Arch- 
deacon of Coventry, ſome time between the! Years, 1 _- 
and 1248. and his Choice was fully oppo by t 
Event. William, amongſt his other great Qualifications, 
was an eminent Canoniſt and Civilian, - Vir modeſtus,. 
4 fidelis et bene literatus, in jure Canonico et Civili peritus 


« et circumſpectus [F];” and was happy withal in a fine 


"Perſon, an pawns, en [g J. He was bred at Ox- 
Jord; and dhe Unipertty and the Townſmen being imbroiled 
A. 1236, and ſome of Nhe Students committed to Jail on 
. he. Occafion, he, Walter de Kirkham, Dean of St. Mar- 
Fin, London, and Godtr * de Craucombe, Steward of the 
King's Houſhold, were down- to Oxford to compoſe 
- theſe Differences, which proved a very difficult Taſk [J. 

In the Year 12 50 5 the King was pleaſed to honour and 

entruſt him with the Cuſtody of the Great Seal; as after- 

Wards, A. 1254. he was Chancellor, or rather Vice-Chan- 

cellor, diſcharging the Office in the moſt unexceptionable 
Manner. I apprehend he was no more than Vice-Chancel- 

lor, for being this Year [#] choſen Biſhop of Ely, Matthew 
calls him on that Occafion,. “ Domini: Regis COIN. 


ſe] Not the Tiere as Willis has it, p. ö 
[A] Whitlocke in Angl. Sacr. I. p. 446. 
[e] Kilkem, M. Paris, p. 895. x Kilkeni. Kylk, e Ann. 
by * p. 366. Kirkenny, Hiſt. man p. 636. 
M. Par aris, p. 783. 5 
Ira —. p. 895. 
[4] Wood Hiſt. Antiq. I. p. 88. ; 
f:] Male Wharton 1240; an Error of the Pk. | 
| 14] * M. Paris, and the Annals of Burton, p. 330. about Michaelmas. 
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« vel vices agentem Cancellarii,” as if Raduſphus de Diceto 
was the Chancellor, and Malliam the Aſſiſtant or Subſtitute ; 


and yet he is expreſly ſtiled 'the Chancellor in the Hiſtory of 


Ely IJ. However, he reſigned his Office on his Advance- 


ment to the See of Ely. He was conſecrated Biſhop of 


Ely, Aug. 15 1255 [4], in Savoy, Archbiſhop Bom: face 
being then there, but died Sept. 21 [ul, 1256. at Sougho in 
Spain, being ſent Embaſſador thither, and was buried at 
that Place; a Monument, or Cenotaph, was erected for 
him nevertheleſs at E/y, where his Heart was interred, 
near the Altar of St. Andrew [o]. He was a Benefactor 
to the Church of Eq, and the Univerſity of Cambridge; and 
to the former he bequeathed two hundred Marks for the 


Maintenance of two Chaplains, that ſhould celebrate Maſs 


for his Soul for ever. His Arms were Gules, five Creſcents 


Or. e | 
On the Conſecration of Villiam de Kilkenny to the See of 


Ely, A. 1255. as related above, John de Kirkeby was ap- 
pointed Archdeacon of Coventry by Biſhop Weſeham, for he 


was in Poſſeſſion, A. 1272. and 128 3. and we hear of no- 


body between Kilkenny and him. In Parts and Learning 


and Preferments, he was no Way inferior to William, but 


his Conduct, I fear, was not ſo laudable ; for though his 


Character be that of, . Vir utique honeſtus, providus et 
* diſcretus in Spiritualibus, et in temporalibus circumſpec- 


« tus [y]; yet he is charged by Thomas Wikes, with 
neglecting his paſtoral Care, through his Attachment to ſe- 
cular Affairs, particularly the Treaſury, over which he pre- 


J] Ang]. Sacr. p. 636. Wn = : 
[u] Philipot diſtinguiſhes not been his Election and Conſecration, ſay- 
ing he was only elected then. Catalogue of Chancellors, p. 22. 
D] So the Hiſtory of Ely; but the Obituary ſays, Sept. 22. 
[0] Hiſtoria Elienſis. . | "4 
LD Angl. Sacr. I, P · 638. 25 


ded. 


or ROGER DE WESEHAM: g 


| fided. In the conducting of this, he was withal ſo infolent- 

and preſamptuous, that if he had lived enough, it was 
thought King Edward I. would have called him to a ſevere 
Account [q]. But this was long after the Death of Biſhop 
Meſebam. We muſt now run over his Preferments ; he was 
Canon of Wells and 16h, and Dean of Winhurn in Dorfet- 
Hire L-]. 

Ar 1272 he was made Chancellor of England, and con- 
tinued in the Office two Years. 6 Jan. 1284 he was 
made Treaſurer, and kept the Poſt till his Death. 

26 July 1286 he was elected Biſhop of Ely [sl, on the 
Death of the famous Fiigh de Bakſhan, Founder of Peter- 
Houſe, Cambridge. He was no more than Deacon at this 
Time, but was ordained Prieſt by Archbiſhop Peckham, at 
Pever ſham. in Neu, 21 Sept, and the Day was Conſe-- 

erated at Canter 
| Relapfing, throu oh Carleſſneſßs, after an acute Fever, he 
died, 26 March, 1290. and was buried, Ralph de Walpole, 

Biſhop. of Norwich, performing the Funeral Office, at Eh, 

before the Croſs, on the North Side of the Choir, and the 
Altar 7 n Pajeet. bard BenefaQtor to the Con- 

vent at Eh, and is to have given Palace in 
Holborn to the See. W 85 
His Arms were, Argent, a Lion rampant S. 


But to bring chis Liſt of Promotions to a: Conelufion 3. 
Dauid de Sancid Frigefuiad was collated "by Biſhop ot 


77 n Wikes, p. S20. 

He is omitted however by Dr. Willis, Mitred ns II. p. 71. 
* ohn de Kirkeby was King's Juſtice, A. 12363 Mr. Wharton doubts 
. whether he be the ſame Perſon. He probably was, Eccleſiaſtics being of- 
ten employed as Judges. See Walter de Whytleſey, p. 129. | 
[5s] The various Steps after his EleQion, with the Dates, may be ſeen 
ig the Hiſtoria Elienſs, and Mr. Whagton's Notes. 
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ham to the Archdeaconry of Derby, A“. 1255 though, from 
the judicious Diſpoſition which | * Biſhop made of his 
other Prefermients on Perſons of ſome Eminence, a Pre- 
ſumption may ariſe in Favour of this Teclefaltie yet nothing 
Material concerning him has come down to us. 
Upon the Matter, and to ſum up Biſhop Weſeham's Cha- 
racter, in few Words, as it reſults Rd 2 foregoing g De- . 


tail; though there be nothing tranſcendently great in = 
| Life and Actions, nothing comparable to the 55 | 
| Biſhop Groſſeteſte in Parts and Learning, yet the Egan | 


rillancy 


beſtowed upon him by Matth. Paris, «Vir omni laude 
« digniflimus [?], appears to be ſufficiently juſtified. - 

He was unqueſtionably a pious good Man, witneſs his 
F oundations, and that laſt Act of his, the Relignation 
of his Biſhopric on Account of his bodily Infirmities. 
lis Carriage and Temper were eaſy and ſweet,” gaining 
bim the Love and Eſteem of all, and even conquering the 
Violence of the King's Animoſity, ſo juſtly raiſed on the Score 
of his haſty, illegal, and, in regard to Circumſtances, pro- 
voking Conſecration at Lyons... Flis Highneſs was, induced 
to forgive, and the Pope and the two Prelates gained their 
Ends; but the latter, I doubt, paid dear for the Pope 8 In- 
dulgence in this Affair, ſince the Tranſactions at Lyons, A 
far as we are furniſhed with any Lights by which we can 
judge of them, are far from being the brighteſt Part of our 
. Prelate's Characters; I wiſh I could Haug, A eib Over 


them. 


After his Promotion to the Mitre, lis? 8 but little o on 
the public Stage of the World; but that was owing to the 
valetudinary State of his Health, which from the Vear 


1251, or perhaps ſomewhat ſooner, prevented his engaging 
in any active Scenes, inſomuch that for half the Time of 


Doyen ns 
= * * 
el 
C x , 
g 1 7 17. 
631011 gals a; 


his 
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In : M. Paris, P. 193. 4} 77 
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His Pontificate, or 442 abodits. he was a meer Invalid. But 
Rill, under this heavy Preſſure, he ſeems to have conducted 
the Affairs of his See in the beſt Manner, and to have ac-- 
mpliſhed ſeveral; Matters of great Conſequence both to 
mſelf and his Church, which he took © Care' to-fill« with 
Men of known Learning 18 and che moſt conſummate "Abili- 
eb... 
His own Learning, in the laſt Place, 1 indiſputable : 


_ fance;- along with the written Authorities above quoted in 


this Narrative, we have the higheſt and moſt N mart 
Teſtimony of that Age in his Favour, namely, th ted 
Recommendations and Patronage of Biſhop Graſttifle- who 


not only placed him in the Chair, 4 he himſelf had 


once filled at Oxford, but made him Dean of his own 
Church, and never ceaſed his good Offices towards him, un- 
til he had conducted him once more to an equal Station 
with himſelf, and had inveſted him with a. See: Biſhop | 

eefte was a Grecian, a Phznomenon very rare in this 
Age; and Biſhop Weſeham” was cloſely connected with him 
in Matters of Literature and Erudition. Weſeham had alſo a 


great Eſteem for Jen de Baſing, and even promoted him 


to a high Station in the Church, on the ſole Account of the 
Merit of the Man, whoſe principal Excellency was his A&- 
. quaintance with the Greek Tongue; but yet I dare not 
aver, that our Prelate had acquired any Skill i in that almoſt 
e Langu Let the Reader judge. 
Theology NE. 800 he p aal 5. in, and lie 
bas left us a r mal £ clini of his Skill in this, which is ſtill 
| extant. in the Billian Library, and is intituled, Ifituts, 


five brevis Expoſitto articuliruni Fidei, &c. [a]. This MA 


nuſcript has cr inſpected, at my Requeſt, and, to judge 
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Inftitutes, as it contains only the firſt Rudiments or Principles 
of Religion, though it ſeems to be intended, by ſame Ex- 


ꝑreſſions in it, for the Clergy, and to have been compoſed N 


after he was Biſhop, It be ins with the Aſſertion of St. 
Peter, Acts iv. 12. that Chrift is the only Name of Salva- 


tion; then enumerates the ſeven Sacraments, the ſeven Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, the ſeven Virtues, the eight Beatitudes, 
the ten Commandments, the ſeven den Sins; after whick 


come theſe Words, 


* Obſecramus et defideramus,. quod Fides Jeſu Chriſt 


* coperans per Dilectionem, in qua quidem Fides eſt mo- 
e tiva, Per nos ac per vos 15 pure, integre, et expreſſe i in- 
« noteſcat, et non ſolum idiomate Latino, ſed imo proprio 


« ſermone, ſubditis noftris magis not. et congr. prout Deus 


de vobis ac nobis inſpiravit.” 


le then mentions the twelve Articles of F aich, and then 
explains who are to be eſteemed Heretics, | | 
3 The Followers of Arius and Pelagius. 
. Such as truſt | in the Power of col W as Mag 
= Sc. | 
He concludes thus 
< Jubemus firmiter GibPoena Nahe [4 ne kc 


ec de cetero aliquid de prædictis facere præſumat, vel ab ed- 
-< rum auctoribus conſilium vel auxilium requirat, vel ipſis ali- 


« quando conſentiat - Sed unuſquiſque veſtrum omnium iſta 
« et conſimilia in vobiſmet et veſtris ſubditis 2 9 7 faciat 
ret adnihilare 3 recurrendo ad ipſum, qui-eſt Fons ommis 


2 Sapientiæ et Scientiæ et contra omnia mala ſafficiens r 


medium; de quo ſcriptum eſt— Omnis ſapientia a Ditto 
Des eſt. Et alibi, A Deo eſt, omnis metlela [ 1 This 


LJ This 8 the Work was © SET for the Nergy: 


[x] He ſpeaks here with the Authority of à Biſho 4 1 
II The whole of the MS. i is aſſo ay in n fix Ty in a Telves 
RR . 
| ENTER Ng no 


3 is . pious and abba; 
of the Scholars of this Age,::as Gr 2275 2 25 
have been formerly by e e 9 diying 
uno hidden —— e Arts, we have here, 2s, well as. in the 

ne pc 5 ted above, an explicit Decla- 
Pres, gilt 5 ſuch illicit PraQtices. And 
oe 2 imſelf, -it1 his De Cefationt Legolium, de- 
livers his Opinion on this: Sabel in ſuch Terms, as ptainly 
ſhew, he was far from appreving thoſe diabolical Purſuits ; 
for when Vindicianus, the Phyſician, on Occaſion of a 
Man's ill-timing and miſapplying a Preſcription of his, told 
him, < Ideo male acceptus es, quia ego non juſſi,  Grofſe- 
7efte's Obſervation is, © Ut, homines qui audiſſent, parumque 
* hominem noſcerent, non eum arte medicinali fidere, ſed 
« - neſcto qua illicita potentia, putarent [z].” Inſomuch, that 
the evil Surmiſes which ſome had entertained, in reſpe& of 
the abſtruſer and more unconimon Studies of theſe great. 
Men, were evidently all a Calumny, as has been more 
largely ſhewn by Gabriel Naudæus. 
But to put an End to theſe Oblereations on | Biſhop Meß 
bam Character as a Divine; the Injunction for the Clergy 
to preach to the People in Engliſb, and inſtruct them in 
the Principles of Religion in their Mother Tongue, ſhews 
him to have been a Prelate of great Judgment and Inte - 
gtity, as well as Learning, and that he regarded a preach- 
ing Miniſtry, contrary to the received Maxims of that Age, 
to Se the beſt Method of edifying the People, and of diſ- 
pelling thoſe Clouds of Ignorance, which had ſo fatally, and 
almoſt ſo totally overſpread them. Theſe he was ſincerely 
deſirous of ſeeing diſperfed, whilſt others, more artful and 
deſigning, were inclined to be of Opinion, that it was more 
for the Advantage of the Hierarchy to keep — People in 


{a — Groſleſt de Ceſf. Ley p. 144. Edit. 1658. 
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zoranice'; "tis certain, that this * narrow and untoward Nos 
tion was but too much the br Ark 5 both of the 
Cotirt of Rome, and of many of the greater Eccleſiaſtics of 
the thirteenth Century ; and Hit an could ſo effectu- 
ally contribute to the Attainment of this baſe and unworthy 
End, as locking up the dee praying in an 3 
Tongue, 3 and nad in the a” fame” to. 1 N 


7 "=. 1 ! ; 
>.4 3 4 7 » #% 1 14 3 ' y ; x** k 4 Z 1 
* 
4 
: 4 1 
. * 1 * 
: „ * * a 5 1 2 0 ö 
o 4a 8 . : 7 x3 VF F ; * ; 
v , o . : a 
£ ; * : 
7 * * ; ; * 
ö 5 . < Re 
" 4 42 . 4 & | HF 4 i ; 
* * 
, . 
td . Z oh 1 
1 Sh Ne AM. | | 
* 
- N - 
i A 
4 5 # 2 
* 1 2 , 9 75 
> * j 4 
* 1 * 
— * 2 Py FS 
« 7 «* 
=Y 
— 
0 . 
* 
* Kc. * v 
A 8 
— 
FA ” A _ 
* 
. ” » 
7 * * 
& * 4 8 
LY * . 
* 
* 3 — * 5 
: = FL 
, Y * 
1 
7 
* 
— 4 
„ 
” 
«+ 5 . * 
_ 
+ 
* — 1 - 
. 
* ; 5 
2 1 * Az 
7 = 
* * 
7 4 
* 
Tz 
I, 
Py DT 
* 
— 
% 


